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Innovation and technology are crucial drivers of the long-term growth of an economy. 

They are essentially important in enhancing value addition, productivity and 

competitiveness of manufacturing and service industries in the knowledge-based 

global economy. Innovation includes both improved technology and better methods of 

doing things. It may be manifested in new products or services; improved quality; new 

ways of production, packaging, marketing or distribution; new markets; new supply 

sources; new organisations or systems; and other areas. Improved technology is a 

powerful force for innovation, and is needed not just in the high-tech segments of the 

economy, but in all economic sectors.

Improvements to technology may be applied to all aspects of the value-adding chain, 

including the way in which a product or service is designed, produced, marketed and 

delivered. We have to increase the capacity of our industry to innovate, as well as to 

stimulate improvements in technology throughout the economy. We have to focus on 

sustaining and expanding our existing industries and spawning new industries that match 

our current and future competitive strengths. We have to come forward with strong will 

and determination to make Pakistan a centre of innovation and technology in all spheres 

of life. 

MEHER KASHIF YOUNIS (Editor-in-Chief)

CHANGES CALL FOR INNOVATION, AND 
INNOVATION LEADS TO PROGRESS. ...
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Predicating brings to mind a quote “Prediction is very 
difficult, especially if it’s about the future.” However 
organizations and individuals such as the World 

Economic Forum (WEF) and Bill and Melinda Gates have 
risen to the challenge of envisioning the world in 2030. 
Common themes include increasing urbanization, growing 
displacement from conflict and climate change, near 
universal access to the internet, the end of the internal 
combustion engine and less resource-intensive food 
systems. In 2017, Japan released its ‘Society 5.0’ blueprint 
which envisions a ‘super smart society’ in which digital tools 
solve challenges such as the nation’s aging workforce and 
global pollution. 

The world in 2030 will have some unique features. It will 
be very short of affordable energy, ecologically threatened, 
insecure about food, short of healthy land and water, highly 
competitive, and over whelmed with information. The world will 
see great upheavals and wonders in the wake of trend-breaking 
events in science and technology. It will also be a world where 
physical proximity is no longer relevant for carrying out human 
activities, be it international trade, business, education or 
manufacturing. Further, climate change and depleting natural 
resources of water, land and usable energy are bound to 
increase competition for their access and ownership. This will 
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increase Pakistan’s susibtibilites in 
its transition towards a high level of 
sustained growth over the long term.  

Challenges & Opportunities for 
Pakistan
While new challenges emerge, 
there will be opportunities arising 
as well, and great rewards for those 
who can position themselves for 
competitive advantage. Only those 
countries, which are competitive 
and can generate knowledge, will 
be able to steer their own course 
and decide for themselves; they will 
acquire wealth and influence, while 
others will be marginalized. Such 
nations will also have better control 
of their own future and sovereignty, 
whether economically, politically or 
culturally. Achieving this state of 
affairs, must be the driving force 
for Pakistan. Pakistan will face the 
following major challenges: 

Population 

Pakistan would have the world’s 
fifth largest population with a 
population ranging between 230 
and 260 million, of which 130-140 
million are expected to be living 
in urban areas. This transition will 
be part of the global population 
dynamics whereby population will 
rise from current 6.3 billion to at 
least 8.2 billion by 2030, and more 
people will live in cities than rural 
areas. This has major implications 
for availability and sustainability of 
resources needed for mankind to 
survive.

Employment

Employment generation and 
matching of skills in a changing 
workplace will be central to poverty 
elimination, economic growth, and 
social stability.

Resources

Natural resources will be severely 
depleted and stressed, especially water 
and land. The greatest threat would be 
faced by the arid parts of the planet, 
including Pakistan. Assuming that 
current water consumption patterns 
continue unabated, projections show 
that nearly half of the world’s projected 
population will live in water-stressed 
river basins in 2030. Pakistan, too, 

is fast approaching the water stress 
regime, with a storage capacity of only 
9 percent of average annual flows 
compared with a world average of 40 
percent. 

Climate Change

The resource crunch will be 
aggravated by the looming climate 
change, whose impact and capacity 
to de-stabilise the geographical 
spread and location of human 
habitats is only just beginning to be 
understood. Pakistan must prepare 
to adapt to the coming changes, 
and mitigate their negative impacts

Sustainability
The battle for biodiversity in the 
context of mankind’s quest for high 
growth will determine the future of 
the planet. We will be faced with a 
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growing deficit of inter-generational 
equity. In the meanwhile, the global 
crop germplasm is eroding at 1-2 
per cent per year, a quarter of our 
soils are degraded, and even more 
soil is being destroyed at higher 
rates than we can retrieve or add.

Food

Globally, food security will be under 
threat as much from degraded land 
and insufficient production, as it 
will be from a growing demand for 
different foods and higher nutrition 
requirements. This problem will be 
accentuated in the case of Pakistan, 
with its limited arable land and water, 
amid rising expectations of its people.
 
Energy

The world will demand even more 
energy, on the wave of rapidly 
growing demand from Asia; it will 
be in short supply, and may not be 
affordable. Pakistan too will require 
enormous amounts of energy to 
meet its developmental challenges, 
and to attain and sustain its vision 
for growth. 

Rural and Urban Dimensions 

According to research since 2007, 
more people are urban habitats 
than rural areas for the first time 
in human history. Pakistan too will 
face the challenge of managing 
approximately 80 million more 
city dwellers by 2030. Further, 
powerful cities will compete with 
nation states, on the basis of 
congruence of cluster strengths 
and a whole new set of economic 
dynamics, which increases 
productivity in every sphere. This 
transition will demand a holistic 
approach to address the issues 
of increasing rural non-farming 
employment and skills, rural-urban 
complementarities, and linkages 
to develop balanced hierarchies of 
settlements.

Political Aspects
Governments and societies will 
be under strain from economic 
globalisation and the dispersion of 
technologies, especially information 
technologies. One result will be 
that traditional centres of power 
governments or industrial and 
business leaders will no longer 
be able to digest information fast 
enough or to make every critical 
decision. Individuals would have 

more information and capacity for 
information at their fingertips than 
most countries or corporations 
have today. This has implications 
for governance as a whole. Pakistan 
will be under pressure politically 
and socially from other centres of 
political and economic power in the 
world, including nonstate entities 
and international organisations. 
Pakistan would require mature and 
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strong institutions to absorb the 
positive influences only.

The Race for Talent

Men and women of talent and skills 
will be valued and sought after by 
all nations, driven by changes in the 
nature of work and the workplace, 
demands for greater productivity 
and innovation, and to make up for 
aging populations.
Migration will be common, and 
no laws will be able to keep 
talented persons from being lost 
to other countries where they are 
valued more. 

Social Aspects
Globally, societies will move 
inexorably towards a creeping 
mono-culture. However, to ensure 

a fulfilling environment, we must 
ensure that Pakistanis will lead 
a richer and better quality life in 
2030, within the framework of 
social justice based on our rich and 
diverse cultural heritage.

Gender Parity

Attaining gender parity and youth 
literacy remains a challenge due to 
large regional variations and low 
female enrolment in rural areas. 
 Just Society: Like all successful 
nation states in 2030, Pakistan too 
will continue to be multiethnic, 
multi-cultural, and multi-religious 
and Pakistan would need to 
effectively manage its transition to a 
just society and a developed nation. 
The challenge will be to strengthen 
social and political institutions, to 
ensure that any imbalances and 
social tensions do not hold the 
country back.

Techno-Economic-Knowledge 
Revolution

The ongoing massive economic 
globalisation and dispersion of 
information and technology is 

changing the scale and nature of 
human enterprise. An important 
likely consequence of the techno-
economic-knowledge revolution is 
the erosion of equity, in the world, 
at the same time as the tools for 
banishing inequity and poverty 
will become available to mankind. 
This is likely to be an important 
challenge for Pakistan.

Markets and Trade Liberalization

There will be fierce competition in 
both domestic and external markets.
 The role of the multinationvals and 
regional supply chains will also 
have expanded, not only in industry 
but also in agriculture and services. 
Pakistan will face a challenge of 
putting in place the infrastructure, 
and matching of skills with demand, 
within the country as well as those 
of trans-national agents.

Electronically Networked World 
Economy

A new economic landscape is being 
created globally that highlights a 
shift from geographical industrial 
clusters to virtual clusters, driven 
by digital innovation. These clusters 
are emerging in the new competitive 
space offered by a Web-based 
business world, where “how you 
do business” is more relevant 
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than “where you do business”. For 
Pakistan it is a challenge to operate 
the next generation communication 
networks, which combine 
convergence with speed, stability, 
security, and flexibility.

Nature of Work and Workplace

Several factors are influencing work 
and employment in the emerging 
global 24 hour / 7 day societies and 
economies of the 21st century, but 
nearly all of them are technology 
related. Some key features are 
short product lifecycles, global 
competition and supply chains, and 
processes with focus on the entire 
value chain and not just on internal 
processes. In addition, countries 
playing catch-up are also more 
open to trade (i.e. have a high ratio 
of exports to GDP). 

All these factors have resulted in a 
continuously changing economy, 
with technology and globalisation 
influencing what we produce and 
serve, and how it is done. Pakistan 
will need to address the challenges 
of a changing workplace, changing 
demand for skills, and a flexible 
gender inclusive workforce.

The Asian Region

The most abrupt transformation is 
occurring in Asia which is expected 
to be the engine of global growth 
and consumption in the foreseeable 
future. If some emerging economies 
in Asia can sustain their growth for 
several decades, then three of the 
four largest global economies will 
probably be Asian in 2030. Some 
critical pillars of 
Vision 2030 are 
now examined. 
The first goal is 
the attainment 
of a just society 
without which 
prosperity and 
growth are not 
sustainable. It 
will discuss the 
various deficits 
and propose 
means to 
overcome them.  
The second 
fundamental 
ideology of 
Vision 2030 is 
the establishment of a society which 
is innovative and productive, and 
which makes excellence its guiding 
star. This is the only route to be 
competitive in the 21st Century. 

Globally Integrated Economy
By 2030 economies are likely to 
diffuse across national boundaries into 
truly global supply chains, whether in 
industry, services or ownership. This 
dispersal of work and strategic linkages 

across national boundaries, coupled 
with information integration, and a shift 
in the technological content of world 
trade towards high technology, will 
be the most conspicuous features of 
the globalised economy of the future.  
There will be continuing relocation 
of manufacturing and an increasing 
share of design and services from 
the developed countries. Benefiting 
from relocation activities and 
investments, and developing into 
regional or global hubs, would be 
major challenge for Pakistan.

Pakistan’s competitors will be other 
Asian countries, especially during 
the earlier portion of the Vision 
period. Pakistan must embrace 

globalisation and employ it as a 
principal tool for economic growth. 
Pakistan needs to put in place the 
infrastructure and matching of skills 
with demand, within the country 
as well as those of Trans -national 
agents. Greater co-operation with 
Asia will be a key strategy. 

This article is the extended version of our previous article published in 
the Quarterly Model Mag in April-June issue 2019 contributed by its 
editorial team.
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Small and medium 
sized enterprises 
(SMEs) play 
a key role in 
shaping national 
growth strategies, 
employment 
generation 
and improving 

standard of living 
of the vulnerable segments of the society. 
SMEs are the backbone of the national 
economy but lack resources to go for and 
adopt new technologies and improve their 
production based on latest development.

SMEs contribute to over 55 per 
cent of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) and over 65 per cent of 
total employment in high income 
countries. SMEs are non-auxiliary 
autonomous  firms which  employ  
less than  250 number of  workers 
in Pakistan  or having paid up capital  
up to Rs 25 million  and sales on 
average up to Rs 250 million per 
annum. SMEs constitute nearly 
90 per cent of all the enterprises 
in Pakistan, employ 80 per cent of 
non-agricultural labour force and 
their share in the annual GDP is 40 
per cent approximately. However, unlike 
large enterprises in the formal sector, a 

SME is constrained by financial and other 
resources. This inherent characteristic 
of an SME  makes it  imperative  that 
there should be a mechanism through  
which it may  get support  in  different 
functions  of business  including technical  
up gradation , marketing,  financial  
and human  resource training  and 
development.

Small and medium sized enterprises are 
the backbone of the country’s economy. 
They spur wide employment and 
support the growing middle class to 
position themselves in the economic 
growth of the country. Somehow, 
the Government of Pakistan has yet 
to recognize its due importance.
The economic miracle of China and 
India among other emerging markets 
is largely driven by SMEs sponsored 
by their growing middle classes, many 
of them being overseas nationals who 
opted to return back to their respective 
countries with finances, technology and 
the will to deliver. In the business friendly 
and enabling environment provided to 
SMEs by their governments, they all had 
flourished contributing to the economic 
growth of their respective countries.
However, this phenomenon has 
not happened in Pakistan although 
the country has one of the world’s 

largest and growing middle class 
with the potential of producing great 
entrepreneurs. The missing link is an 
enabling environment which facilitates 
and motivates entrepreneurs and 
investors.In the case of China, most 
township enterprises were small and 
medium-sized and thus became a 
key driving force for the development 
of Chinese SMEs. Chinese SMEs 
have played an  important role in 
the country’s economic  growth by 
increasing  employment, expanding 
exports and promoting  science and 
technology  innovations through joint 
ventures  with technology partners 
from the US and Europe.

Chinese SMEs have gained a fast 
growth ever since the reform, 
opening up, measured in terms of 
size, number, financial status and 
profitability. In China, there were 
about 2.4 million small and medium-
sized enterprises at the end of 2001, 
accounting for 99 per cent of all 
registered corporations. Since then 
the SMEs in China have recorded 
exponential growth.
Chinese SMEs and Start-ups  quite 
capable  and very keen  to come and 
invest in Pakistan in furtherance of 
the CPEC  comprehensive umbrella 
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enhancing  industrial collaboration 
between the two countries. Pakistani 
business community is eager to fully 
maximize benefits from this opportunity. 
There is huge potential  for cooperation  
in the fields of  engineering,  automotive 
industry, information technology, 
chemicals, construction  materials,  
textiles,  agro-based industry, fisheries,  
marbles,  small and medium  enterprises 
particularly cottage industries. The same 
is prevalent in India. Flourishing in a 
challenging environment till recently,

India’s SMEs have experienced 
several highs in the last few years. With 
the Indian economy expected to emerge 
as one of the leading economies of 
the world with $5 trillion by 2025, the 

effort is to continue strengthening the 
SME sector.

On the other hand, Pakistan’s support 
to SMEs growth has been quite erratic 
somehow. The performance of SMEDA 
(Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development Authority which was 
established in October 1996) to spur 
SMEs has been half-hearted and 
dismal. Many of the institutions set up 
by the government to finance, regulate 
and guide the SMEs are somehow quite 
passive if not redundant at all. .

SMEDA is regarded as the flagship 
organization of Pakistan which is 
providing the necessary services 
and assistance to help SMEs 
overcome the weaknesses that are 
endogenous to their very nature. It is 
an autonomous body  working under 
the umbrella of Ministry of Industries 
and Production  and contributing 
towards the  growth and development  
of SMEs  in Pakistan  through i) 

the creation of a conducive and 
enabling regulatory environment;ii) 
development of industrial clusters, 
and, iii) the provision of Business 
Development Services to SMEs in all 
areas of  business  management.

 According to information available from 
SMEDA sources,  adhering to a clear 
mandate  and a logical path to achieve 
quantitatively  verifiable targets, SMEDA  
carries out  comprehensive  analysis  of 
international trends, national policies 
and other macro-economic  factors 
affecting  SMEs in Pakistan for a gradual  
progress towards  the creation of a 
favorable  business environment for 
its key clients; the SMEs in Pakistan. 
At the same time, SMEDA experts and 
officials also interact with the SMEs 
working in industrial sectors such as 
Agriculture, Fisheries, Textiles, Handloom 
Weaving, Transport, Leather, Marble and 
Granites, Carpets and Light Engineering. 
This interaction takes place both at the 
individual as well as collective levels 
to provide proactive and responsive 
financial, technical, management and 
marketing related services to SMEs.

At the collective level, SMEDA 
addresses the problems and needs 
of SMEs in the form of an industrial 
cluster; a concentration of largely 
homogenous enterprises with a certain 
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geographical area. SMEDA interacts 
with the stakeholders operating in such 
clusters on a regular basis collecting 
first hand information about their 
problems, requirements and needs.  In the 
course of such inter-action, the issues are 
accordingly prioritized and the important 
problems and issues selected for detailed 
working through which the projects/ 
programmers are duly identified.

Support to SME through cluster 
development programme is provided 
on two fronts of regulations and policy 
level support and institutional and 
networking support. Till sometime 
back, SMEDA has been  involved in 
cluster development projects  in the 
areas of  Boat Modification  in Marine 
Fisheries Sector, Credit for Auto 
Vendors, Carpet Weaving , Marble and 
Granite  Dates and Apples Processing, 
Wooden Furniture,  Leather Garments, 
Ceramic  Kilns, Cotton Ginning and 
Glass Bangles clusters.

SMEDA services and activities are not 
only covering all regions and areas of 
Pakistan but also in neighboring country 
of Afghanistan besides also undertaking 
special projects with International 
Partners. SMEDA sources listed some 
26 important cluster projects  undertaken 
by it till sometime back which pertained 
to Textile/ Apparel. Horticulture/Fruits 
and Vegetables, Fisheries, Gems and 
Agriculture.

The third area of in which SMEDA 
functions is the provision of Business 
Development Services to SMEs. For 
this purpose has set up Help Desks  in 
all its four  regional offices where any 

SME  in need of SMEDA’s services 
can simply walk  in and obtain over 
the counter products such as  Project 
Briefs,  Pre-Feasibility Studies and 
Regulatory Procedures along with 
advice  on specific problems and issues. 
SMEDA Help Desk Services include  
Assistance in Raising Finance, Financial 
Advice, Project Identification,  Business 
Plan Development, Technical Advice, 
Marketing Advice (Branding, Labeling, 
Packaging, Distribution, Promotion 
etc ),  Company Incorporation, Export 
Registration and Regulatory Advice, 
Sales Tax, Customs Duty , Excise Duty 
etc,  Electronic  Commerce Support, 
Business Match-making, According and 
Book Keeping Services , Information 
Services (Library, Databases, Project 
Briefs,  Pre-Feasibility  Studies, 
Business Guide Books).

Additionally, SMEDA also provide 
Human Resource Training Services 
by conducting extensive training need 
analysis of different SME clusters. 
SMEDA envisions to become a 
model of public-private  partnership 
for better facilitation  of the small 
and medium enterprises in Pakistan 
through the creation of a more  
equitable, transparent and conducive  
regulatory  environment for the 
businessmen. In this regard, one can 
only extend good wishes to SMEDA for 
achieving these cherished objectives at 
the earliest possible, please.  
 
In order to provide impetus to SME 
sector and enhance its competitiveness, 
the present government is in the process 

of developing National SME Policy 2019 
which will serve as Government of 
Pakistan’s master plan for providing 
support to catalyze growth of the 
sector The focus of the policy shall be 
on job creation, export enhancement 
and increased contribution of SMEs 
in the national economy. The policy 
will address core SME development 
issues including access to finance, 
Business Development Services, 
simplification of taxation regime and 
reduction in cost of doing business. 
A cohesive strategy framework for 
business facilitation across the public 
sector institutional infrastructure, 
both at federal and provincial 
levels, will also be developed for 
implementation of policy under the 
principle of ease of doing business.

In order to formulate the Policy, a 
participatory process has already 
been adopted to identify real SME 
challenges which will be coupled 
with a strategy to address them. In 
this regard, Focus Group discussions, 
workshops and consultative sessions 
have also been held nation-wide at 
Lahore, Islamabad, Multan, Peshawar, 
Swat, Sialkot, Gujranwala and Gujrat 
during last financial year. Eminent                                                                            
researchers,  representatives of  
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, 
Trade Associations and academia are 
also being actively involved  in the 
policy making Committee to provide 
necessary guidance  to the policy 
formulation process.   The policy 
is reported to be in the final stages 
of its formulation after which it will 
be submitted for consideration and 
approval by the Federal Cabinet prior 
to its being formally announced in next 
couple of months or so.
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According to Collins Thesaurus, 
Education is breeding, civilization, 
coaching, cultivation, culture,  

development, discipline, drilling, edification, 
enlightenment, erudition, improvement,  
indoctrination ,instruction, knowledge, 
nurture, scholarship, schooling, teaching, 
training, tuition, tutoring.And, Industry is 
business, commerce, commercial enterprise,  
manufacturing, production, trade,  activity, 
application, assiduity, determination, 
diligence,  effort, labour,  perseverance, 
persistence, tirelessness, toil, vigour, zeal.

   EDUCATION  IS
      THEPROCESS OF

FACILITATING
LEARNING  OR THE 

ACQUISITION OF
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS,

VALUES, BELIEFS
& HABITS

Education methods include  storytelling,  
discussion, teaching, training  and directed  
research. Education frequently takes place  
under the guidance of educators, however, 
learners  may also  education themselves. 
Education takes place in  formal and informal 
settings and any experience that  has a 
formative effect  on the way  one thinks, feels, 
or acts may be considered  educational.  The 
methodology is  called Pedagogy.

Formal education  is commonly divided  
formally into  steps  as pre-school or 
kindergarten, primary school,  secondary 
school, and then college,university  or 
apprenticeship.

A right to education  has been recognized  by 
some governments and the United Nations. 
In most regions,  education is compulsory  
up to a certain age. There is a movement  for 
educational reforms and in particular  for the 
evidence-based education.

Education plays a crucial  role in the evolution 
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and development  of every society. 
It is one of the fundamental factors 
for socio-economic  development of  
the country. Human resource  is a 
key  driving force  to development.
Islam  has also given  top  priority 
to education.  The first verse in 
Holy Quran  is regarding seeking 
education.

The developed nations  of the 
world  dedicate budgets  on 
priority basis for  promotion of 
education  which ultimately results 
in the development of economic 
indicators.  The multiple factors  
like low allocation of budget,  
poor governance, shortage of 
teaching  staff,  low capacity of 
teachers , less awareness  among 
parents,  less access to schools 
particularly for girls,  social 
taboos,  regional and  gender 
imbalances,  missing  physical 
facilities, low quality of  education 
and poor governance  ought to be 
addressed  through strategies  like 
awareness campaigns and 
financial assistance or aid, 
access and quality of education 
, governance, literacy 
and  curriculum.

Is education an 
industry ? To 
this pertinent question, 
educationists and scholars insist  
that education is definitely  an 
industry and an investment  for the 
future of a country together on a  
means of understanding  oneself 
and others. It has global effects on  
humanity.

It is an industry  because it  
employs  a large number of people  
who are engaged in teaching,  
managing,  moderating,  revising 
and controlling others and aspects  
related with business.

The governments of almost all 
countries  spend billions of dollars 
to educate their  citizens because  
they fill  millions of jobs to run a 
country in the way  its government 
wants and believe. These individuals 
innovate  new technologiers, and 
help the society  on a whole for 
a better and more productive  
approach to living.

Education  is basic yo human 
growth  in Arts, Science and 
all other  branches if  learning. 
Education is also helpful  in 
personal  human growth and 

spiritual 

teaching for those 
who want to follow  this course to 
find the purpose of life on Earth. 
Being spiritual,  they may interpret 
all forms of life in plants, birds,  
animals  as it parallels  with human 
life. Sky is the limit for  those who 
seek more.

The educational services industry 
is composed is establishment that 
provide instruction and training 
on a variety of subjects. These 

institutions including   schools, 
colleges, universities and training 
centres are either privately or 
publicly owned.

As for education industry in 
Pakistan is concerned, the biggest 
curse the country has been facing 
for last more than two decades is 
commercialization of education as 
almost 98 per cent of educational 
institutions in the private sector are 
just minting money.

One of the prime minister that drifts 
the students to private business 
oriented  institutes is the degrading 
quality  of the existing government 
or the aided institutions. The 
privatization of the education is on 

the rise  because of the lack of 
any alternatives. The government 

is  supposed to raise the standard 
of education  and for this proper 
infrastructure has also to be 
developed first.

There is hardly any need to reiterate 
the dire need for civilized 

and quality education  to 
the children in the 21st 

century. The importance 
of education  is so well 
ingrained in Pakistani 
society that we have 
a whole section of 
deity  dedicated to 

that field. With an increase in the 
number of schools as well as 
school going children, it seems that 
as only one per cent  increase  in 
school enrollment is enough to be 
celebrated as a huge success. 

There is ,however, no guarantee 
that our children are receiving  the 
best quality education. Whether we 
are talking of schools or colleges, 
private or public,  education most 
unfortunately is up for sale for a 
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price so high  that the parents are 
forced  to save money only for their 
children’s education. 
On one hand, we should be proud  
of living in a culture where parents  
dedicate  so much money  to make 
sure their children  can compete 
with others and be successful. On 
the other hand,  it would be great 
if they could spend even half the 
money  and twice as much time 
to check the quality of education  
which their children are getting.

Currently, there is decline in the 
quality of education  in the private 
institutions and enrolment in public 
institutions. The private schools, 
which may be described as a mafia 
which is operating  in major cities 
of Pakistan is primarily responsible  
for the hopeless quality of education 
which our children are receiving.  This 
is not simply  a case of quality of 
education going down   because of an 
increase in the number of schools. 

This is case of lack of funding of 
public schools by the federal and 
provincial governments,  lack of 
rules and  regulations  being in place 
for a private education institution, 
prevalence of corruption among 
officials  who are supposed to 

enforce the laws in place,  and most 
importantly,  parents  falling for falsely 
supposedly attractive advertizing 
being persistently done in the 
newspapers by the private educational 
institutions managements.

We can and should learn  lessons 
from other major world powers 
on how to handle  our  education 
sector  based on our population 
and capital.  In a preferred 
scenario, governments exclusively  
concentrate on funding  public 
schools by making sure  that 
the children who come from all 
economic  backgrounds  get 
the same quality of education. 
This means giving good quality  
education to all children so that  
their parents economic situation 
does not have  a negative impact  
on their children’s future. This 
quite obviously  guarantees  a fair 
competition  between all students.

If a parent loses  job for a short 
period, their children’s  school 
enrollment should not be adversely 
affected . As our primary, secondary 
and high school  education    takes 
at most 16 years, in the meantime,  
parents can save enough money  for 
their children’s higher education  at 

the college and later on university 
levels. This is how a decent society, 
a society  which has its priorities in 
their right place , behaves. 

Due to the lack of basic facilities in 
the government schools,  parents 
from lower and middle class 
backgrounds do not wish to send 
their children there. Only the poorest 
of the poor ,who  cannot under any 
circumstances afford to send  their 
children to the private schools, send 
them  to the government schools. 
Lack of basic facilities in public 
schools is not a new phenomenon. 
Majority of the people  born in the 
1960s and 70s can endorse this.

Even though they have spent days 
with no electricity,  they give gold  
standard to the quality of education 
they had received. They  there was 
great enthusiasm and interest among 
teachers  to make sure that their 
children learned. You do not see the 
same with private schools where 
a child has to study and pay good 
fee for three years before becoming 
Class One student. . There were good 
teachers and also good, obedient 
students in those good old days.

The large middle class population 
that does not want to send their 
children to the government schools is 
the group that is suffering the most.  
An English medium education  has 
become mandatory if you wish to 
compete in the modern world, there is 
a lot of desire among parents  to see 
their children  attend schools  which 
help them excel in English.

The parents are happy and delighted 
to hear their children speak  a few 
sentences in English. Hopefully, 
they also realize  the permanent 
impact they will have in future 
where the language would not help 
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them communicate well because 
the child would be lacking  public 
speaking experience. Your child will 
not be able to  work  as a part of a 
team in real world as such because 
he would not be knowing  what it 
means to play with a team.

In Pakistan, schools do not actually 
perform the duty of a learning 
centre rather they are  in business  
to make profits by  charging hefty  
amounts  as monthly dues. There 
are institutes here, there and 
every where in the country  that 
charge Rs. 30 thousand plus only 
as tuition dues and if the cost of 
uniform, books, events, security  is 
added  the charges go up to Rs. 50 
thousand in most cases.

Parents, wqho are willing to go to 
every extent for giving their children 
the best of education,  often run out 
of the budgets while attempting to 
pay the dues of the  heavy dues of 
the institutes or schools.

MAKING
    DECISIONS

ABOUT A CHILD’S 
EDUCATION REQUIRES  

SPECIALIST
KNOWLEDGE ABOUT 
WHAT THE CHILDREN 

NEED. TEACHERS 
ARE TRAINED TO 

UNDERSTAND THE 
NEEDS OF THE 

CHILDREN & THEY
HAVE THE SKILL-SET
REQUIRED TO MEET 
THOSE NEEDS

Education is not a service industry 
and students are not clients. 
Education is a system that provides  
knowledge to the students and 
equips them with ability  to 
comprehend that knowledge . It 
is high time that the decline of 
education is halted. Teachers need 
to reclaim their virtually lost status 
as education professionals.

According to the information 
gathered from official sources, 
Pakistan has slightly improved its 
ranking for Global Competitive Index 
(GCI) from 115 to 107. However, 
still lags behind many  countries in 
the region and at global level. Major 
focus during financial year 2018-19 
remained on enhancing access of 
higher education, improving quality 
of higher education and establishing 
relevance of academics and 
research to national needs.

Number of universities had 
increased from 188 to 195 during 
the last 5 Year Plan while  Higher 
Education Commission   has 
reported  university  enrollment 
touching 1.6 million against 
projected  1.9 million. Nine 
Pakistani higher education 
institutions were ranked within top 

1000 universities in Times Higher 
Education World University Ranking 
and 7 in  Quacquarelli   Symonds  
(QS) World University ranking 
during 2019.

Statistically speaking, there were 
147.7 thousand public and private 
primary schools, 28.8 thousand 
middle schools, 14.8 thousand 
high schools, 630 technical and 
vocational institutions, 1710 
higher secondary/intermediate 
colleges, 366 degree colleges and 
89 universities in the country in 
2000-01.

According to the provisional 
figures for 2018-19, there are 
174.9 thousand  primary schools, 
47.8 thousand middle schools 
,31.2 thousand high schools,3842 
technical and vocational institutions 
,5273  higher secondary/ 
intermediate colleges,  1684 degree 
colleges and 186 universities in the 
country presently.

Figures for female educational 
institutions in all these categories 
have been avoided for want of 
space, please.
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Over the last decade, the 
performance of agriculture 
sector has fallen short of 

desirable level mainly because 
of stagnant productivity of all 
important crops. Cropped area 
of the five traditional crops has 
also largely remained unchanged. 
Climate change also poses a 

serious challenge to Pakistan’s 
agriculture and threatens 
country’s water availability and 
food scarcity.The government is 
trying its best to help the farmers 
by providing agricultural inputs 
at affordable prices and ensuring 
better price of their produce. 
To guarantee food security, it is 

AGRICULTURE CONTRIBUTES 18.5% TO 
PAKISTAN’S GDP AND PROVIDES  38.5%  
EMPLOYMETNT TO  NATIONAL LABOR FORCE 
BUT STILL IT REMAINS  BACKWARD SECTOR 
OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMY WHILE HIGH 
PERFORMING  AGRICULTURE  IS A KEY  TO
ECONOMIC GROWTH  AND POVERTY ALLEVIATION

TANVIR ZAHID RIFFAT
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necessary to enhance domestic 
agricultural production through 
increased productivity (increasing 
per acre yield). Although Pakistan 
has rich production potential in 
agriculture, livestock and fisheries, 
yet for sustainable economic growth 
and prosperity, the development of 
these sectors on long-term basis 
is of fundamental importance for 
country’s growth and prosperity. 
Quite obviously, this calls for 
efficient utilization of production 
resources by adopting modern 
technologies and establishment of 
realistic marketing system.

Seed is the basic input for 
agriculture sector and has an 
important role in enhancing 
agriculture productivity. Federal  
Seed Certification and Registration 
Department is an attached  
department of  Ministry of National 
Food  Security and Research which  
provides seed  certification  services  
as and when  sought by  public and 
private  seed agencies.

According to the information  
available fro official quarters 
concerned,  in order to ensure 
improved seed certification 
services,  Federal Seed Certification  
and Registration  Department  

administration  is working on 
various aspects for strengthening 
of field offices, international 
collaboration, new initiatives  for 
further development. Its  prime goal 
is protect the farmers’ interest.
Quality seed is a prerequisite to 
realizing the full benefit of good 
crop husbandry practices. Any 
weakness in terms of genetic purity 
or physical health may damage 
all investments and efforts made 
during the course of crops.

The seed sector is grossly under-
developed due to extended delay 

in legislations though number of 
private   domestic seed companies 
is around 700 which are already 
in all fields and horticultural 
crops.  Several initiatives such as 
establishment of facilitation visits 
and testing laboratories were taken.

Along with  inconsistent  legislation 
issue,  widespread spurious seed , 
non availability of certified seed and  
planting material, no system of seed 
commercialization  in the National 
Agricultural Research System and 
lagging seed registration process 
have been  identified as potential 
obstacles to the seed sector.

Enactment of laws regarding seeds 
has been considered fundamental 
steps to resolve this major issue.
Certified nurseries of planting 
material in production areas with 
mother plant banks are needed 
to meet the fruits orchards needs 
along with back up support.

High technology seeds such as 
Hybrid   should be given high 
priority and must be developed 
indigenously by technology 
acquisition, strengthen of the public 
sector research and development 
(R & D) and enhancing role 

of the private sector for seed 
development commercialization. 

AREA, SEED REQUIREMENTS AND SEED AVAILABILITY

CROP SOWING AREA
(000 HA)

TOTAL REQUIREMENTS 
(METRIC TONNES)

SEED AVAILABILITY (MT)
TOTAL

Wheat 8945 1073352 429341
Cotton 3200 63232 56980
Paddy 2805 41385 59669
Maize 1170 28892 14235
Maize 1185 42674 1401

Oil seeds 830 10790 72
Vegetables 280 8400 2123

Fodders 2038 61140 11659
Potato 166 415000 2397
Total 20619 1744865 577877

Note: Seed Availability figures include Public, Private and Imported Seed



22      www.modelmag.com.pk

A comprehensive but convenient 
registration for new entrants is also 
deemed necessary.

Hybrid seed, controlled hybrid, provide 
very uniform characteristics because 
they are produced by crossing two 
inbred strains. Elite inbred strains are 
used that express well-documented 
and consistent Phenotypes such as 
high crop yield that are relatively good 
for inbred plants. In Agriculture and 
Gardening, Hybrid Seed is produced 
by cross pollinated plants. Hybrid 
Seed production is predominated 
in modern agriculture and home 
gardening. It is one of the main 
contributions to the dramatic rise in 
agricultural output during last half 
of the 20th century. The alternations 
to hybridization are open pollination 
and colonel propagation. 

All of the Hybrid Seed planted by 
the farmer will produce similar 
plants while the seeds of the next 
generation from these hybrids will 
not consistently have the desired 
characteristics. Controlled hybrids 
provide very uniform characteristics 
because they are produced by 
crossing two inbred strains. Elite 
inbred strains are used that exports 
well-documents. Phenotypes (such 
as high crop yields) that is relatively 
good for inbred plants.

Hybrids are chosen to improve  the 

characteristics of 
the resulting  plants 
such as  better yield, 
greater uniformity, 
improved colors,  
disease resistance , 
An important factor 
is the Heterosis  or 
combining  ability of 
the  parents plants 
. Crossing and 
particular pair of 

inbred strains may or may not result in 
superior off spring. 

The US experimental agriculture 
stations in the 1920s investigated 
the hybrid crops and   by the 1930s 
farmers had widely adopted the 
first hybrid maize.Hybrid seed  
technology is also being adopted by 
the farming community in Pakistan 
though the pace for adaptation to 
modern technologies seems to be 
pretty slow  for varying reasons 
mainly being illiterate farmers.

Hybrid technology has augmented 
maize production by more than 3 
times in Pakistan since its launch for 

the crop sowing way back in 1990s. 
The maize crop in Pakistan points 
out a phenomenal success story 
spanning over the past 20 years.
The introduction of high yield maize 
hybrid by international companies 
laid the foundation for the growth. 
In Punjab alone, average maize 
yield has tripled going up from 14   
maunds per acre to 60 maunds per 
acre whereas area under cultivation 
has also almost been doubled.  
Growth in crop production during 
last two decades was as high as 
320 per cent. Downstream impact 
like on the poultry industry was also 
quite notable.

The federal and provincial 
governments seemingly determined 
and committed to ensure welfare and 
well-being of the farming community 
as well as boosting agricultural 
production to minimize reliance 
on imports at the earliest should 
maximize their efforts to introduce 
modern technologies like hybrid seed 
technology to the farmers rather 
speedily to ensure good results in 
shortest possible time, please.
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Travel and 
tourism 
is one 

of the largest 
industries 
in the world 
with global 
economic 

contribution (direct, indirect and 
induced) of over $7.6 trillion 
in 2016. The direct economic 
impact of the industry, including 
accommodation, transportation, 

entertainment and attractions, 
was approximately $2.3 trillion. 
Several countries such as France 
and the United States are popular 
tourist destinations, but other 
lesser-known countries are rapidly 
emerging to reap economic benefits 
of the industry. Throughout the 
world, the tourism industry has 
experienced steady growth almost 
every year. International tourist 
arrivals increased from 528 million 
in 2005 to 1.19 billion in 2015. 

It is predicted that the figure will 
surpass 1.8 billion by 2030. Each 
year, Europe receives the largest 
number of international tourists. It 
also produces the largest number 
of travellers with approximately 607 
million tourists leaving in 2015, 
more than double compared to 
the second largest tourist origin, 
the Asia Pacific region. Pakistan 
announces e-visa facility for 175 
nations, visa-on-arrival for 50 
countries However, it is a pity 

DR. M. SHAFIQ
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that tourist numbers in Pakistan 
hover around an abysmal 2 million 
per annum on average, which 
too mostly comprises domestic 
tourists. This is in stark contrast 
to our eastern neighbors, China 
and India, which attracts 60 million 
and 10 million tourists on average 
respectively.

  GLOBALLY,
       THE TOURISM

 INDUSTRY
ACCOUNTS FOR 
NEARLY 10% OF  

THE WORLD
GDP WHILE ITS

SHARE IN
PAKISTAN IS

MERELY 2.7% 
OF GDP

This shows that the tourism 
industry is operating way below its 
potential and has immense capacity 
to expand, create jobs and generate 
revenue for the country.

According to the World Travel 
and Tourism Council, the direct 
contribution of travel and tourism 
to Pakistan’s GDP in 2016 was $7.6 
billion (Rs793 billion), constituting 
2.7% of GDP. By 2025, the 
government expects that tourism 
will contribute $9.5 billion (Rs1 
trillion) to the economy.

Swiss chain mulls opening hotels 
in KP

Obstacles

To begin with, terrorism and the 
law and order situation are the 
biggest impediments to the arrival 
of foreign tourists. The tourism 
industry works with brand and 
reputation. People don’t like 
visiting a country where they know 

their families will not be safe.

It is easy to blame the law and order 
for the poor performance of the 
tourism industry in Pakistan, but 
the number of foreign tourists was 
not encouraging even before the 
September 11 incident.

Most activities related to tourism 
in Pakistan are carried out because 
of local tourism. There has been 
a steady increase in local tourism 
with 38.3 million local tourists 
reported by the Pakistan Tourism 
Development Corporation in 2017. 
But the tourism industry has not 
even managed to cope with the 
influx of these local tourists.

Pakistan’s Ranking

The Travel and Tourism 
Competitiveness Index, developed 
by the World Economic Forum, 
illustrates enabling factors for 
all the stakeholders to work 
together to improve the industry’s 
competitiveness.

The index is divided into four sub-
groups, enabling environment, 
travel and tourism (T&T) policy, 
infrastructure and natural and 
cultural resources.
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PAKISTAN IS
RANKED 124TH

OUT OF 136
COUNTRIES WHICH 

IS VERY LOW 
CONSIDERING
THAT THERE

IS AN ABUNDANCE
OF CULTURAL
RESOURCES. 

ACCORDING TO
THIS INDEX,

PAKISTAN HAS
56TH POSITION
FOR CULTURAL 

RESOURCES AND 
BUSINESS TRAVEL, 
WHICH INDICATES A 
GREAT POTENTIAL
FOR PAKISTAN’S 

TOURISM

There are numerous 
reasons for the sub-optimal 
performance of the tourism 
sector. Security, terrorism 
and law and order are the 
main reasons that impede the 
tourism industry and prevent 
tourists from visiting Pakistan.

Government negligence and 
bureaucratic inertia is the second 
main reason that negatively affects 
this industry. There is no national 
tourism policy while the sector has 
been devolved to provinces without 
having any coordination mechanism 
at the national level. There seems to 
be little dedication and commitment 
at the national and provincial levels 
towards promotion and projection 
of tourism opportunities and 
touristic products.

It should be recognised that the 
government and private sector 
go hand in hand in the tourism 
industry. The government is 
responsible for a broader policy 
that lures foreign tourists to the 
country while the private sector 
pitches in to cater to tourists 
on the ground. Moreover, the 
governmental tourism departments 
are inadequately manned and there 
are no tourism educational and 
training centres.

In a major step, however, Pakistan 

last week extended the visa-on-
arrival facility to 50 countries and 
offered e-visa to citizens of 175 
countries in a bid to boost tourism.

Tourists in Pakistan, mostly locals, 
face various challenges as tourism 
authorities usually do not facilitate 
them and they have to deal with 
inadequate facilities. Perhaps, 
one of the biggest challenge that 
the tourism industry faces is that 
there is no coherent and consistent 
marketing and branding strategy.

This can be compared with other 
developing countries such as 
India with its ‘Incredible India’ 
brand and Malaysia’s ‘Malaysia 
Truly Asia’ brand which attracts 
millions of tourists to these 
countries. Lack of developed 
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physical infrastructure and intra/
intercity transportation facilities 
is another big issue.

We can conveniently make a case 
for Pakistan’s tourism industry 
by looking at the case studies of 
successful tourist destinations 
across the world, especially those 
located in Islamic countries.
There are many lessons which 
Pakistan can learn from different 
ecosystems which could be 
adopted and replicated according 
to Pakistan’s socio-economic and 
religious setup.

It is vitally important to develop 
a national tourism policy which 
integrates all the provinces, 
including Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir. In order to 
create an enabling environment, the 
government should promote public-
private partnership for a competitive 
tourism market. Establishment of 
a tourism board should include 
public, private and foreign partners.

Domestic tourism has increased but 
the facilities and the management 
of tourist hotels are not very 
accommodating. The government 
should regulate and standardise 
the quality of these facilities. 
Furthermore, monitoring of these 
facilities quarterly or annually will 
make hotels maintain their quality of 
services. For foreign tourism, one 
of the most important aspects is to 
develop a branding strategy which 
creates a soft image of Pakistan. 
In this regard, sponsoring clerics, 
academics and public intellectuals, 
who espouse a positive and soft 
version of religion, can prove to be 
a step in the right direction.

Pakistan is a country blessed 

with topography, four weathers, 
picturesque northern areas, Swat 
valley, religious (Buddhist and 
Sikh/Hindu), historical sites, etc. 
Pakistan has a great opportunity 
to develop a 1,046km-long 
coastline in the south by creating 
resorts and hotels. Pakistan can 
learn a great deal from brotherly Muslim 
countries, the United Arab Emirates, 
Turkey and Malaysia, not only from 
the tourism perspective, but from the 
economic and socio-cultural point of 
view as well.

In order to implement such a grand 
scheme, all organs of the state 
should be on a single page. This 
includes legislators, executives and 
the judiciary. Rai Nasir Ali is the Joint 
Chief Economist and Mubashir Ehsan 
and Hassan are young development 
fellow at the Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Reform.
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The iron and steel industry is of 
immense importance because 
it provides the base for all 

other industries. The products from 
iron and steel industry are used as 
raw materials for other industries. 
It plays a major role in growth and 
development of modern civilization 
as this metal is widely used to make 
machines, tools, and a variety of 
durable goods of daily use.

Iron is one of the elements 
highlighted in the Qur’an. In Surat 
al-Hadid, meaning Iron, we are 
informed:

And We also sent down iron 
in which there lies great force 
and which has many uses for 
mankind… (Qur’an, 57:25)
 Iron ingot

The word “anzalna,” translated as 
“sent down” and used for iron in the 

verse, could be thought of having a 
metaphorical meaning to explain that 
iron has been given to benefit people. 
But, when we take into consideration 
the literal meaning of the word, 
which is, “being physically sent 
down from the sky,” as in the case 
of rain and Sun rays, we realize that 
this verse implies a very significant 
scientific miracle. Because, modern 
astronomical findings have disclosed 
that the iron found in our world has 
come from giant stars in outer space. 

Not only the iron on earth, but 
also the iron in the entire Solar 
System, comes from outer space, 
since the temperature in the Sun is 
inadequate for the formation of iron. 
The sun has a surface temperature 
of 6,000 degrees Celsius, and a core 
temperature of approximately 20 
million degrees. Iron can only be 
produced in much larger stars than 
the Sun, where the temperature 

reaches a few hundred million 
degrees. When the amount of iron 
exceeds a certain level in a star, the 
star can no longer accommodate it, 
and it eventually explodes in what 
is called a “nova” or a “supernova.” 
These explosions make it possible 
for iron to be given off into space.

One scientific source provides the 
following information on this subject:

There is also evidence for older 
supernova events:
Enhanced levels of iron-60 in deep-
sea sediments have been interpreted 
as indications that a supernova 
explosion occurred within 90 light-
years of the sun about 5 million 
years ago. Iron-60 is a radioactive 
isotope of iron, formed in supernova 
explosions, which decays with a half 
life of 1.5 million years.

ZAKIR ULLAH KHAN

AND WE ALSO SENT DOWN IRON IN 
WHICH THERE LIES GREAT FORCE AND 
WHICH HAS MANY USES FOR MANKIND

 (Al Qur’an, 57:25)  
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An enhanced presence of 
this isotope in a geologic 
layer indicates the recent 
nucleosynthesis of elements 
nearby in space and their 
subsequent transport to the earth 
(perhaps as part of dust grains). 
All this shows that iron did not form 
on the Earth, but was carried from 
Supernovas, and was “sent down,” 
as stated in the verse. It is clear that 
this fact could not have been known 
in the 7th century, when the Qur’an 
was revealed.  Nevertheless, this fact 
is related in the Qur’an, the Word of 
Allah, Who encompasses all things 
in His infinite knowledge.

Astronomy has also revealed 
that other elements also formed 
outside the Earth. In the expression 
“We also sent down iron” in 
the verse, the word “also” may 
well be referring to that idea. 
However, the fact that the verse 
specifically mentions iron is quite 
astounding, considering that these 
discoveries were made at the end 
of the 20th century. In his book 
Nature’s Destiny, the well-known 
microbiologist Michael Denton 
emphasizes the importance of iron:

Of all the metals there is none more 
essential to life than iron. It is the 
accumulation of iron in the center 
of a star which triggers a supernova 
explosion and the subsequent 
scattering of the vital atoms of life 
throughout the cosmos.
It was the drawing by gravity of iron 
atoms to the center of the primeval 
earth that generated the heat 
which caused the initial chemical 
differentiation of the earth, the out 
gassing of the early atmosphere, 
and ultimately the formation of the 
hydrosphere. It is molten iron in 
the center of the earth which, acting 

like a gigantic dynamo, generates 
the earth’s magnetic field, which in 
turn creates the Van Allen radiation 
belts that shield the earth’s surface 
from destructive high-energy-
penetrating cosmic radiation and 
preserve the crucial ozone layer 
from cosmic ray destruction…

Without the iron atom, there would 
be no carbon-based life in the 
cosmos; 
no supernovae, no heating of the 
primitive earth, no atmosphere or 
hydrosphere. There would be no 
protective magnetic field, no Van Allen 
radiation belts, no ozone layer, no 
metal to make haemoglobin [in human 
blood], no metal to tame the reactivity of 
oxygen, and no oxidative metabolism.

The intriguing and intimate 
relationship between life and iron, 
between the red color of blood 
and the dying of some distant star, 
not only indicates the relevance 
of metals to biology but also the 
bio centricity of the cosmo. This 
account clearly indicates the 
importance of the iron atom. The 
fact that particular attention is 
drawn to iron in the Qur’an also 
emphasises the importance of 
the element. In addition, there is 

Surat al-Hadid is the 57th in the Qur’an. The numerical value of the word “al-Hadid” 
in Arabic is 57. The numerical value of “hadid” on its own is 26. As can be seen 
from the periodic table to the side, 26 is the number of the iron atom. With the 
verse revealed in Surat al-Hadid Almighty Allah indicates how iron formed, and with 
the mathematical code contained in the verse He reveals to us a scientific miracle.
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another hidden truth in the Qur’an 
which draws attention to the 
importance of iron: 
Surat al-Hadid 25, which refers to 
iron, contains two rather interesting 
mathematical codes.

“Al- Hadid” is the 57th sura in 
the Qur’an. The abjad of the word 
“Al-Hadid” in Arabic, when the 
numerological values of its letters 
are added up, is also 57. (For abjad 
calculations see the section on 
Numerological Calculations (Abjad) 
in the Qur’an.)

The numerological value of the 
word “hadid” alone is 26. And 26 is 
the atomic number of iron.

Moreover, iron oxide particles were 
used in a cancer treatment in recent 
months and positive developments 
were observed. A team led by 
Dr. Andreas Jordan, at the world 
famous Charité Hospital in 
Germany, succeeded in destroying 
cancer cells with this new technique 
developed for the treatment of 
cancer-magnetic fluid hyperthermia 
(high temperature magnetic liquid). 

As a result of this technique, first 
performed on the 26-year-old 
Nikolaus H., no new cancer cells 
were observed in the patient in the 
following three months.

This method of treatment can be 
summarised as follows:
1. A liquid containing iron oxide 
particles is injected into the tumour 
by means of a special syringe. 
These particles spread throughout 
the tumour cells. This liquid 
consists of thousands of millions of 
particles, 1,000 times smaller than 
the red blood corpuscles, of iron 
oxide in 1 cm3 that can easily flow 
through all blood vessels.

2. The patient is then placed in a 
machine with a powerful magnetic field.

3. This magnetic field, applied 
externally, begins to set the iron 
particles in the tumour in motion. 
During this time the temperature in 
the tumour containing the iron oxide 
particles rises by up to 45 degrees. 
In a few minutes the cancer cells, 
unable to protect themselves from 
the heat, are either weakened or 
destroyed. The tumour may then 
be completely eradicated with 
subsequent chemotherapy. 

In this treatment it is only the 

cancer cells that are affected by 
the magnetic field, since only they 
contain the iron oxide particles. The 
spread of this technique is a major 
development in the treatment of 
this potentially lethal disease. In 
the treatment of such a widespread 
disease as cancer, the use of the 
expression

“Iron in which there lies great 
force and which has many uses for 
mankind” (Qur’an, 57:25) in the 
Qur’an is particularly noteworthy. 
Indeed, in that verse, the Qur’an may 
be indicating the benefits of iron for 
human health. (Allah knows best.)
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The first 
organized 
athletic events 
took place in 
Greece in 776 
(BC), with the 
advent of the 
ancient Olympic 

games. The Olympics featured 
running races, throwing contests, 
and other competitive events, with 
the greatest athletes from the Greek 
empire competing. Interest in 
sports diminished during the Middle 
Ages but sports for entertainment 

reemerged around 1200 in various 
European countries.

In France, for example, teams played 
a hockey-like game called la soule. La 
soule was discouraged by authorities 
because it was thought to be too 
rough, but the sport generated an 
interest in other games like tennis, 
which became popular in the 1400s.
In the United States, interest in sports 
grew during the 1800s. The English 
sport of rugby led to the development 
of American football, and in 1869, 
Rutgers and Princeton played the first 

intercollegiate football game. Many 
other sports soon followed.

The present global sports industry 
is worth around US$620 billion. 
This includes sports infrastructure, 
sporting goods, licensed products, 
live sports coverage etc. The sport 
business industry has experienced 
phenomenal growth in a relatively 
short period.

The country-by-country breakup 
shows that the global sports 
industry is growing much faster 

NAZIR AHMED SHEIKH
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than Gross Domestic Products 
(GDP) around the world. The size 
and revenues of global sports 
value chain has significant growth 
prospects for future.

    THE SPORTS
 MARKET IN

NORTH AMERICA
 WAS WORTH $60.5
 BILLION IN 2014.
IT IS EXPECTED

TO REACH $73.5
BILLION BY 2019

The biggest reason for such growth is 
projected increases in revenue derived 
from media rights deals, which is 
predicted to surpass gate revenues as 
the sports industry’s largest segment.

Sports media rights are projected 
to go from $14.6 billion in 2014 to 
$20.6 billion by 2019, accounting 
for a compound annual rate increase 
of 7.2%. Over 35% of current local 
television rights deals with the 
National Basketball Association, 
National Hockey League and Major 
League Baseball are set to expire by 
2019, which will contribute to the 
overall growth in the sector based 
on assumed lucrative new deals, but 
national rights deals truly drive the 
growth in this area.

Sports industry would continue to 
recognize higher than indexed growth 
of existing rights deals through the 
end of the period as rights owners 
continue to carve out or reserve 
in-demand digital assets and further 
monetize this inventory under new 
deals or through in-house ventures. 
Related initiatives involving a la carte 

and streaming media are allowing 
consumers to purchase specific 
content (i.e. media rights for a single 
game or season package for a specific 
team), watch games in a condensed 
format shortly after completion, and 
watch replays on league platforms 
before they are available through 
general media.

But not all sports disciplines are 
represented equally in these finances. 
Number one, worldwide, is no 
surprise here  association football 
(soccer), with a 43% share of the 
global financial sports market. 
Football (American) is also on a 
distant second place, with 13%. 
Baseball (12%), Formula 1 (7%) and 
basketball (6%) are the only three 
sports also having an over 5% share 
in addition to the top two. They’re 
followed by hockey (4%), tennis (also 
4%) and golf with a 3% total market 
share in terms of finances.

The battle between stadiums and 
television screens for the spectator’s 
attention continues to be a relevant 
topic. It has been projected that media 
rights will surpass gate revenues in the 
near future. Stadiums are attempting to 
bring in new technology, features and 
seating styles in an effort to win back 
the fan that may increasingly choose 
to stay home instead of attend a game 
in-person.

While revenues derived from 
media rights should eclipse those 
generated from ticket sales and 
game attendance, gate revenues are 
still forecast to increase from $17.7 
billion in 2014 to a projected $18.3 
billion in 2015 and $20.1 billion 
by 2019. In addition to enhancing 
in-stadium features, teams will need 
to better learn how to use dynamic 
price changing models along with 
more creative promotions in order 
to achieve further growth.

The categories of sponsorship and 
licensed merchandise are also expected 
to grow, with sponsorship having the 
most room for improvement.

Sponsorship money is anticipated 
to improve by 4.5% from longer 
term deals, higher renewal rates 
and enhanced inventory yields. That 
would cause sponsorship revenue to 
go from approximately $14.7 billion 
in 2014 to $15.3 billion in 2015 and 
$18.3 billion by 2019. There may also 
be a spike due to the creation of new 
facility naming rights deals 40% of 
major North American professional 
sports teams either do not have a 
naming rights deal in placeor have 
deals that will expire within the next 
5 years. Additional sponsorship 
inventory created by way of digital 
media rights, uniform rights and 
further in-venue signage opportunities 

Global Sports graphics market is growing at a stable cagr in
the forecast period of 2019-2026
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could also add to the bottom line in 
the sponsorship space.

Merchandise should see a small 
boost in returns from an expansion in 
the female retail market, technology-
driven retail enhancements and 
potential improvement in economic 
conditions throughout North America.

IT IS
       ANTICIPATED 
THAT LICENSED 
MERCHANDISE
SALES WILL GO

FROM AN ESTIMATED 
$13.5 BILLION IN

2014 TO $14.5
BILLION IN 2019

The spectator sports market is 
segmented by type into sports 
teams and clubs, and racing and 
individual sports. The sports teams 
and clubs market accounted for the 
largest share of the spectator sports 
market in 2018 at 72.5%. It is 
expected to grow the fastest going 
forward at a CAGR of 6.8%.

The participatory sports market is 
segmented by type into fitness and 
recreational sports centers, golf 
courses and country clubs, and 
others participatory sports, marinas, 
bowling centers, and skiing facilities. 
The fitness and recreational sports 
centers market accounted for the 
largest share of the participatory 
sports market in 2018 at 39.8%. The 
others participatory sports market is 
expected to grow the fastest going 
forward at a CAGR of 8.4%.

The sports market is also segmented 

by type of revenue source into gate 
revenue, media rights, sponsorship 
and merchandising. The sports 
market by media rights was the 
largest segment of the sports market 
in 2018 at 23.7%.The sports market 
by erchandising is expected to be 
the fastest-growing segment going 
forward at a CAGR of 7.0%.

North America was the largest market 
for the sports industry, accounting for 
30.50% of the global market. It was 
followed by Western Europe, Asia-
Pacific and then the other regions. 
Going forward, Asia-Pacific and 
the Middle East will be the fastest 
growing regions in this market, where 
growth will be at CAGRs of 9.04% 
and 6.2% respectively. These will 
be followed by North America and 
South America where the markets are 
expected to grow at CAGRs of 6.0% 
and 5.30% respectively.

The global recreation market, of 
which the sports market is a segment, 
reached a value of nearly $1,435.4 
billion in 2018, having grown at 4.5% 
since 2014. It is expected to grow 
at a compound annual growth rate 
(CAGR) of 6.0% to nearly $1,809.8 
billion by 2022. The sports market 
was the second largest segment in 
the global recreation market in 2018, 
accounting for 34.0% of the recreation 
market. The amusements market was 
the largest segment of the recreation 
market accounting for 35.6% of the 
recreation market, and was worth 
$511.3 billion globally, having grown 
at a CAGR of 4.5% during the historic 
period. It is expected to grow the 
fastest at a CAGR of 6.3% during the 
forecast period.

The top opportunities in the sports 
market will arise in participatory 
sports, which will gain $70.17 billion 
of global annual sales by 2022. The 

sports market size will gain the most 
in the USA at $31.83 billion. Market-
trend-based strategies for the sports 
market include offering mobile ticketing 
facility to reduce costs associated with 
ticketing and facilitate faster access, 
providing virtual reality technology 
to enhance spectator experience at 
stadiums, expanding/establishing 
sports businesses in emerging markets.

Players adopted strategies in the 
sports industry include expanding 
business by building new facilities 
in cities globally, increasing revenue 
sources by investing in infrastructure 
for training and other recreational 
purposes, increasing revenue by 
investing in new infrastructure 
and improving brand name and 
international presence, increasing 
revenue through increasing sponsor 
portfolios and merchandise sales.

To take advantage of the 
opportunities, The Business 
Research Companies recommends 
the sports companies to consider 
adopting mobile technologies at 
the supply and demand sides, 
adding elements of entertainment to 
sports events, combining different 
sports formats to keep customers 
entertained, expanding in emerging 
economies, offering competitive 
pricing, partnering with big brands, 
and offering goods and services to 
women among others
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DR. KAISER RAFIQ

Halal food is often used in 
reference to foods and drinks, 
which are permissible for 

Muslims to eat or drink under 
Islamic teachings. The criteria 
specifies both what foods are 
allowed, and how the food must be 
prepared.

These foods include types of meat 
and animal tissue. The food must 
come from a supplier following 
Halal practices. Specifically, the 

slaughter must be performed by 
a Muslim, who must precede the 
slaughter by invoking the name of Allah.

Muslim population constitutes 
30 percent of the total world 
population. The volume of overall 
Halal products is estimated to have 
reached $3 trillion in the world. 

Halal meat contributes about 16 
percent of total world trade of the 
commodity, but the market is 

dominated by multinationals of 
the Western countries. According 
to a published research report 
from the State of the Global 
Islamic Economy, the global Halal 
food market is set to grow by 6 
percent by 2020, mainly because 
of the increase in the Muslim 
population and travelling. The 
report carries support of Dubai 
Islamic Economic Development 
Centre and Thomson Reuters in 
collaboration with Dinar Standard 
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    THE GLOBAL
            MUSLIM MARKET
SPENT $142 BILLION 
ON TRAVEL IN 2014,
& IS EXPECTED TO 

REACH $233 BILLION 
BY 2020 AS THE
MOST POPULAR 

DESTINATION 
COUNTRIES FOR 

MUSLIM TOURISTS ARE 
MALAYSIA,TURKEY & 

THE UAE

which is 
outpacing other 
countries in 
terms of hotel 
development.

Being a Muslim 
country and 
member of 
Organization 
of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC), 
Pakistan can play 
a major role in the 
global Halal meat 
industry growth 
provided the Arab 
Gulf countries 
could prove a 
potential growth 
market for the 
country’s Halal 
meat, livestock 
and poultry 
products. However, 
Pakistan’s Halal 
meat industry 
still lacks proper 
sanitary conditions, 

trained staff and fast adoption of the 
international standards and practices. 
Gulf countries have lifted their ban 
on Pakistan poultry imports. The ban 
was imposed in 2004 following bird 
flu incidents in the country.

A STEP FORWARD

Meanwhile the establishment 
of Fauji Meat Limited (FML) 

is a good step forward in this 
regard. The FML, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Fauji Fertilizer Bin 
Qasim, would boost Pakistan’s 
largest state-of-the-art Halal abattoir 
and meat processing facility with its 
plant situated at Port Bin Qasim in 
Karachi. It would have a capacity to 
produce 100 tons of meat in both 
frozen and chilled categories on 
daily basis. FML has set up state-

of-the-art equipments and well 
trained staff under the guidance of 
international consultants. It will be 
the only meat processing company 
in the country that offers rendered 
products including bone/meat meal, 
blood meal & tallow conforming to 
international quality standards.

Having huge potential in livestock, 
dairy and poultry sectors, Pakistan 
has so far failed to capture its due 
share in the rapidly growing global 
Halal market. The country is among 
top livestock producing countries with 
160 million livestock and it can export 
Halal meat products to meet the 
rising global demand. Unfortunately, 
the country’s share is minimal in 
the $3 trillion estimated global value 
of Halal market. According to one 
estimate, the country ranked 18th in 
the production of Halal meat and its 
volume is just 3 percent of the global 
Halal meat production. In view of the 
rapid growth of global Halal market, 
there is a dire need to exploit the 

Halal trade potential of Pakistan. By 
virtue of its geo-strategic location, 
the country may be turned into a 
hub of food and high value crops, 
as there is a great demand of Halal 
products in the global and regional 
markets. Pakistan is an agricultural 
country. The country is the world’s 
fourth largest rice producer, fifth 
largest dairy producer; fourth 
largest wheat producer and fifth 
largest supplier of cattle.

The country can export Halal 
products worth $5 to $6 billion a 
year if the government takes serious 
measures to promote export of 
good quality food products.

FOUR KEY AREAS

There is a dire need to focus on 
four key areas for capturing a big 
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share for Pakistani products in the 
international Halal food market. 

FIRSTLY, the government should 
formulate a strategy in collaboration 
with the private sector to raise Halal 
food exports from the country. 

SECONDLY, the government should 
start work on Halal certification on 
war footings because certification 
is the main hurdle blocking exports 
of Halal products to the global and 
regional markets. It is appreciable 
that Punjab government has 
significantly worked in this area and 
presently the province has more 
than 50 Halal certified companies 
engaged in export business.

THIRDLY, Pakistani companies 
should develop a technical know-
how in processing, storing, 
transporting and marketing of 
meat and its products. They should 
ensure that their products fully 
comply with the strict safety codes 
of meat importing countries. Halal 
Research Council (HRC) can play 
a key role in Halal certification and 
assurance program.

FOURTHLY, the focus should be 
on maintaining the international 
standards in packaging and 

marketing of Halal products. Only 
the standard packaging and active 
marketing would make Pakistani 
products acceptable in global Halal 
food market.

SUGGESTIONS

The country has the potential 
of becoming market of Halal 

food for the world if some crucial 
measures are taken by the 
government to tap the country’s 
vast potential in this sector.
•The government should hold mega 
shows and exhibitions across the 
world in order to provide local 
entrepreneurs, business houses 
dealing in food products especially the 
exporters of mutton, beef, poultry and 
allied industries with the opportunities 
to showcase their products.
•The government should take steps 
to modernize post-harvest storage 
and marketing systems.
•There is a dire need to revamp the 

agricultural and livestock research 
organizations and institutions, 
which can benefit the farmers and 
breeders through their valuable 
research studies.
•Steps need to be taken to turn 
livestock and agriculture into a fully 
viable economic activity and attain 
self-sufficiency in food production.
•The modern technologies in 
agriculture must be adopted for 
efficient input use.
•All modern strategies and tools 
should effectively be utilized 
for packaging and marketing of 
products in the international Halal 
market.
•State-of-art Halal slaughter houses 
complying with international best 
practices should be established in 
every district and town across the 
country.
• The government should take 
serious steps to improve the socio-
economic conditions of the local 
farmers so that a large number of 
livestock and their products could 
be supplied in the global Halal food 
market.
• Institutions like Punjab Halal 
Development Agency (PHDA) 
must also be established in other 
provinces in order to formalize 
the Halal sector through Halal 
certification, business projection, 
capacity-building, and compliance 
regime of Halal food safety 
standards together with branding 
the country as a hub of Halal 
products.
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It is more 
exciting 
than ever 
before that 
digitization 
in healthcare 
technologies 
have given 
new meaning 

to this industry in the world.  Health 
technologies encompass all the 
devices, medicines, vaccines, 
procedures and systems designed 
to streamline healthcare operations, 
lower costs and enhance quality 
of care. Medical drone, Potassium 
detector, Needle-less injections, Pill 
sensors, Cancer prediction, Artificial 
intelligence (AI), Blockchain, Voice 
search, Chatbots and virtual reality 
(VR) are among the most promising 
health technologies in 2019.

For the longest time, healthcare 
executives have been dissatisfied 
with the lack of technology stacks 
and solutions for true marketing 
personalization. According to the 
American Medical Association. That 
said, we question whether the lack 
of technology is something that is 
preventing the healthcare executives 
from adopting digital transformation 
within their organizations. Doctors 
and patients in Pakistan would be 
only too happy if technology made 
healthcare cheaper, easier and less 
painful. Fortunately, some breakthrough 
innovations have been given the green 
light abroad. It is worth keeping up to 
date with these developments. Here are 
some of the latest and most fascinating 
discoveries in the healthcare world, 
which are starting to help patients 
worldwide.

Medical Drones

Drones were invented as a military 
tool but many other uses for 

them have since been discovered. 
A medical drone can revolutionize 
urgent testing in healthcare. More 
than 10 companies in the United 
States have already started production 
of these drones. Johns Hopkins 
researchers were able to send a blood 
sample in Arizona dessert in 2017. 
The distance covered by the drone 
was more than 160 miles. Depending 
on the use, the medical drones can 
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perform several duties, like picking/
dropping off test results and supplies.

Potassium Detector

You might have heard about 
‘hyperkalemia’. It is a medical 

condition that develops 
when the level of 

potassium 
in the body 

goes out of 
control. Higher potassium not only 
damages the kidneys but may also 
lead to heart problems. This medical 
condition is generally recognized 
from a blood test, but the process 
takes too much time. This challenge 
led AliveCor to the invention of 
“KardiaK Software Platform” an AI-
powered breakthrough device that 
detects level of potassium in the 
blood. The device does not require 
any blood; instead it uses an ECG 
to produce a quicker result. While 
shipments have already begun in 
the United States, we hope it’ll go 
global within the next few years.

Needle-Less Injections

Yes, it is true a needle-less 
injection exists now. The 

device is a true breakthrough for 
healthcare. It has a nozzle instead 
of a needle and the medicinal fluid 
sprays like a jet stream through the 
nozzle. The stream hits the skin with 
very little or no pain at all. The fluid 
is immediately absorbed and enters 

the bloodstream.
The device’s name is Prime and 
it has been invented by a startup 
from MIT. With the help from 
some Japanese investors, they are 
planning to commercialize it soon.

Pill Sensors

Healthcare will never be the same 
again because of pill sensors. 
These sensors from Australia are 

edible. The sensors are 

of the size of 
an average pill and can detect gases 
in the intestine.Intestinal problems 
are generally discovered through 
procedures such as laparoscopy, 
however, with this invention, patients 
will only have to swallow some pills. 
These sensors are also the result of 
a collaborative effort by researchers 
from MIT and Brigham universities.

Artificial Intelligence 

There’s nothing quite as exciting 
as artificial intelligence right now 

and with a rapid growth and exciting 

opportunities surrounding – it’s the 
best time to utilize its potential for 
healthcare marketing.

The use of artificial intelligence 
within the healthcare industry is 
expected at an annual rate of 40% 
through 2021 – to $6.6 Billion, from 
approximately $600 Million in 2014.

AI engines can reduce and mitigate 
risk of preventable medical scenarios 
in three critical ways: Automate 
reminders; Great for helping patients 
take medication within a specific 
timeframe. Identify people at high risk 
– Discovering those in need of medical 
intervention and trigger medical staff 
alerts to create custom care plans.

IBM Watson currently testing 
this with opioid addiction issues.
Deliver personalized dosage 
recommendations – Based on each 
patient’s unique body chemistry and 
associated environmental factors.
That’s three different ways to be 
able to carve a niche and market AI.
So how do these existing scenarios 
apply to marketing? For example, 
a focus on high risk identification or 
personalized dosages could be a key 
factor in a marketing campaign. People 
love to talk about AI.

Showcasing your company’s AI 
solutions will give you free press 
and position your company as a true 
innovator and market leader. The 
bottomline is simple: keep AI on the 
radar and utilize the concept as one 
of the main health technologies for 
marketing in 2019. There’s no sign 
of slowing down.

Blockchain

Blockchain in healthcare isn’t 
just useful for the hype it is 

ramped up with bitcoin and other 

cryptocurrencies. Instead, what’s 
exciting about blockchain is the 
digital record-keeping that creates 
the ledger of transactions that is not 
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only transparent, but impossible to 
tamper with. Blockchain is here to 
stay with a variety of experts, some 
of whom are skeptical of bitcoin, 
claiming that the technology could 
fundamentally change the way that 
huge sectors operate – including 
digital healthcare marketing.

Voice Search

Voice search has become 
incredibly popular around the 

world and with 1 in 6 Americans 

now owning a smart speaker and 
40% of adults using voice search 
once a day – it’s very much a time 
to focus on deploying voice-enabled 
solutions for your marketing 
campaigns.Voice is a huge 
healthcare marketing technique 
that’s been on the rise since 
Smartphone and smart speaker 
were first released And, more 
importantly, it can be an effective 
tool in the industry.

Chatbots in Healthcare

Chatbots in healthcare offer a 
wide variety of benefits that 

we’re very excited about. With 
the potential for improvement in 
organization of patient pathways, 
medication management, and help 

in emergency situations or with 
first aid, there’s plenty that can 
be done for healthcare industry.  
Options are endless for Chatbots, 
from customer service to potential 
diagnosis of mild conditions; there 
is plenty to be excited about within 
the technology.

Virtual Reality in Healthcare

Virtual reality is expected to 
become a 4 billion dollar 

business by 2020 and there’s 

no reason why healthcare can’t 
jump in on the action. Whether 
it’s leveraging VR to provide an 
immersive experience for patients to 
virtually tour a health facility or using 
VR to help patients cope with pain, 
there’s plenty to be interested in.

Few technologies generate as much 
engagement as virtual reality and 
being smart with this technology 
can be incredibly beneficial to any 
healthcare organization. Think outside 
the box and go for original content 
and usage – if it’s something that 
people haven’t seen before, you’ll 
likely make a much bigger splash. 
Healthcare is an industry in which 
“customers” are often anxious 
example procedure could be hugely 
beneficial to calm the nerves of future 
patients and improve the patient 
experience. The possibilities with this 
technology are endless.

VR is a great tool with unrivaled 
engagement. With such a promising 
technology, be bold and come out 
with original content that may calm, 
excite or educate your customers 
for maximum impact.

Personalized Mobile Apps

Mobile apps are great for 
engagement with a huge 

number of possibilities surrounding 
the creation of an app. The user is in 

control, but you’re in charge of the 
options and that’s got huge power.

There are so many patient 
scenarios which can be served by 
a powerful native mobile application 
in 2019. From requesting physician 
appointments, checking in, uploading 
a patient’s medical history to getting 
test results via a mobile app – health 
organizations can create useful 
digital tools that are perfect for the 
modern day patient.

Mobile apps also relieve some of 
the pressure on the medical staff, 
waiting times and receptionist 
duties, resulting in a significant 
reduction in operational costs. Other 
exciting features health organizations 
are experimenting with in 2019 
include notifications, alerts around 
key seasonal allergies (e.g. the flu 
season) and personalized marketing 
offers.

Mobile apps are a great way to 
communicate and stay in touch 
with your patients, long after they 
left your health facilities. There is 
so much potential in health mobile 
apps, yet so many marketers are 
missing the opportunity giving 
credence to the criticisms that 
the healthcare industry is still not 
innovating.
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Maxwell MaxCombs and Donald Shaw along 
with G. Ray Funkhouser prepared a mass 
media theory known as Agenda Setting 

Theory in 1968. The study was conducted on North 
Carolina voters done in 1968 presidential election. 
The conclusion was later published as an article in 
1972 in “Public Opinion Quarterly”, which was later 
revised in 1976.

This article correlated what people thought and media 
showed as the most important issue in the election. The 
theory put forward the idea that news media creates 
public agenda by making people think things they want 
to show. For example, a media stressing on what type of 
work each gender should do, completely neglecting the 
idea of gender equality, creates similar mindset in the 
people.

Media provide cues to public which tells them where 
they should focus their attention. This way political 
reality is set by the media. Similarly, another media 
theorist, Walter Lippman, has also written about the 
Agenda Setting Theory in 1922.

Mass communication creates mass culture. Agenda 
setting is the ability of media to determine salience of 
issues with news, through a cognitive process called 
“accessibility”, which is the process of retrieving 
an issue in the memory. Setting an agenda is also 
influenced by a person’s perception to certain beliefs. 
For example, a person who is highly sensitive to 
political issues would regard political news as 
important.

JAM SAJJAD HUSSAIN

THE MASS MEDIA MAY 
NOT BE SUCCESSFUL 
IN TELLING US WHAT 
TO THINK, BUT THEY 
ARE STUNNINGLY 
SUCCESSFULIN TELLING 
US WHAT TO THINK ABOUT
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People have a choice to believe 
in media or not but people’s 
thinking of obstructiveness and 
un-obstructiveness of an issue 
affects it a lot. If the issue affects 
a large number of people, like 
increase in price of gas, it will get 
more coverage as well as a place 
in the human memory.

So, any issue people would think as 
important is highly dependent not 
only on the length of broadcast but 
also from its position and amount of 
information.  

For instance, most people take front 
page news in newspapers to be 
more important than other pages. 
Similarly, if a news article is published 
frequently and in different media at 
once, the news gets more value.

Media shows its own biased views 
which is adopted by the audience 
and deprive the audience from self-
thought. Agenda setting comes after 
gate keeping, which is editing a news 
by gatekeepers, like editors, before it 
reaches to the general audience.

Concept of “framing” to the theory 

was added to this theory in 1998 by 
McCombs. This concept argues that 
media can not only direct people on 
what to think about but also how to 
think about an issue.

It does so by focusing on a 
particular aspect of the news. For 
example, agenda setting theory 
only describes the water scarcity 
of a place but framing theory talks 
about how the government is 
causing water scarcity that defines 
how people take the issue to be the 
government’s fault.

Another theory called Second 
Level Agenda Setting has been 
constructed by extending this 
theory.

This impact of the mass media- the 
ability to effect cognitive change  
among individuals, to structure 
their thinking- has been labeled 
the agenda-setting function of 
mass communication.  Here may 
lie the most important effect of 
mass communication, its ability 
to mentally order & organize our 
world for us. In short, the mass 
media may not be successful in 

telling us what to think, but they are 
stunningly successful in telling us 
what to think about 
McCombs and Shaw

Assumptions of Agenda 
Setting Theory
•   Media distorts reality by filtering 
and reshaping
•   Media concentrating on specific 
issues make people perceive that 
the issues are more importan
 
Levels of Agenda Setting
•    Deciding what common subjects 
are important by using objects and 
issues
•    Deciding parts of subject which 
are important and how people 
should think about it
•    Types of Agenda Setting
Types of agenda setting according 
to Rogers and Dearing in their book 
Agenda Setting Research are:
•    Public agenda setting: Public 
agenda is the dependent variable
•    Media agenda setting: Media’s 
agenda is the dependent variable
•  Policy agenda setting: Policy 
makers’ agenda is the dependent 
variable

Parts of Agenda Setting 
Theory
Parts of agenda setting according 
to Rogers and Dearing in their book 
Agenda Setting Research are:

•    Importance of issues
•    Impact over public thinking or 
public agenda
•    Effects on policy agenda
Examples of Agenda Setting Theory
The Clinton scandal and the 
Watergate scandal are some of the 
prime examples.
The Clinton scandal, sexual affair 
of Bill Clinton (U.S. President) 
and Monica Lewinsky (an intern), 
created a media frenzy and became 
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sensational news for years. Media 
gave full pages news as top stories. 
The media influenced the mindset 
of people so much and the news 
got viral to result in a presidential 
impeachment. And later, Clinton 
was acquitted for the crime.

The Watergate scandal was also 
exposed by media and blown out of 
proportions. The issue of burglars 
breaking in at the watergate office 
complex was exaggerated by 
involving President Richard M. 
Nixon in this scandal.

Media created different myths like 
corruption, the post uncovering the 
story in the beginning before police, 
and an increase in enrollment in 
journalism universities due to the 
incident.

Criticisms of Agenda Setting 
Theory
•    Agenda setting of any media or 
news article is difficult to measure.
•    Surveys and studies are very 
subjective and not very accurate. 
There are too many variables to 
consider.
•    People have many options to 
read the same stories from different 
angles due to new media nowadays. 
So people have various choices on 
what to see or hear.
•    Nowadays, media uses two way 
communication unlike when this 
theory was developed.
•    Agenda setting has many 
benefits as media influences public 
and public influences policy.
•    People might not look at 
the details and miss some 
important points resulting in 
misunderstanding.

MEDIA
EFFECT DOES

NOT WORK FOR 
PEOPLE WHO
HAVE FIXED

MINDSET

•    Media is not able to create 
information but is able to change 
the priority of the information to the 
public mindset.

The writer is a Ph.D Scholar, working with 
University of Management and Technology 
(UMT) Lahore.
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Pakistan is a fascinating land, rich 
in natural resources with a strong 
agricultural base. Its farmlands 

are excellent grazing grounds for the 
high quality livestock it breeds. Pakistan 
Tanning Industry is well established and 
produces high quality finished leather 
from hides as well as skins.Pakistan has 
inherited centuries old craftsmanship of 
shoe making and its popular brands like 
Khussas, a hand crafted footwear with 
thick leather used in uppers and soles and 
special stitching process, is still exported 
in huge quantities. The time-honoured 
efficient skills have been blended with 
most modern technology to produce 
highly attractive styles, designs and 
shapes that are comfortable and durable 
and have great universal appeal.

 Product Range and Capacity
Pakistan produces a wide range of 
footwear to cater for the needs of a 
variety of customers men and women, 
boys and girls, pedestrians and joggers, 
business executives and bureaucrats, 
office goers and hawkers, squash and 
hockey players, cricketers and footballers, 
mountaineers and foresters, policemen 
and soldiers, specially designed footwear 
for the disabled, in fact, all those who 
need footwear according to their choice 
and special requirements. The large 
variety of Pakistan made footwear is really 
impressive. The population of Pakistan 
is about 200 million and taking average 
of 2 pairs per person per year, the total 
production comes to 400 million pairs per 
year.

HASSAN JAVED
Chairman (PFMA)
Pakistan Footwear 

Manufacturers 
Association
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The Cottage Industry supplies bulk of the domestic 
needs according to the changing designs and tastes 
round the year, whereas, export needs are fulfilled by 
the organized / mechanized sector.

Many factories have a production capacity of 2,500 
pairs per day, while the larger units produce as much 
as 10,000 pairs per day. It includes leather, textile and 
synthetic shoes.

Bulk of the exports, about 80% are of leather shoes in 
the medium price range of 9 to 12 US Dollars and are 
very competitive in the international market. The total 
exports of such shoes during year 2012 to 13 were 
105 Million US Dollars and during year 2014 to15 it 

remained 131.2 Million US Dollars and the current 
progress can be consulted in the tabels given above.
The footwear industry in Pakistan spares no efforts to 
maintain highest quality in its production which has 
helped it retain consumer confidence. All raw materials, 
ingredients and chemicals undergo analysis and 
physical tests in accredited laboratories.

Large industries engage their own technologists to 
carryout regular inspections while smaller units are 
specially fastidious in choice of their raw materials and 
components for the fancy and ornamented footwears 
that they offer. They approach companies like SGS, 
CTC & National Leather Institute to avail their testing 
facilities. Moreover, most of the units engaged in 

EXTERNAL TRADE SECTION PBS, KARACHI

Value :   Rupees in Million    USD in Thousand

Footwear Unit Qty Value Qty Value Qty Value

Rs. US$ Rs. US$ Rs US$

Total Th Prs 13,163 16,695 122,181 10,081 11,913 108,125 30.57 40.14 13.00

a. Leather Th Prs 7,438 14,558 106,598 6,020 10,476 95,150 23.55 38.97 12.03

b. Canvas Th Prs 174 53 368 59 25 230 194.92 112.00 60.00

c. Other Th Prs 5,551 2,084 15,215 4,002 1,412 12,745 38.71 47,59 19.38

IMPORTS OF FOOTWEAR

2015-2016 2014-2015

Quantity Value in Quantity Value in

in “Pair” “000” Rupees in “Pair” “000” Rupees

Total Footwear 18314296 9498440 18194855 8499507

Leather Footwear 6248677 2835730 8050697 4007511

Canvas Footwear 267240 118855 214560 62770

Other Footwear 11798379 6543855 9929598 4429226

FOOTWEAR EXPORTS – LAST 5 YEARS

VALUE IN “000” US$   QTY IN “000” PAIRS

TYPE 2018-19 2017-18 2016-17 2015-16 2014-15

QTY Value QTY Value QTY Value QTY Value Qty Value

Total Footwear 13,163 122,181 10,081 108,125 9,943 95,740 13,138 109,903 13,026 131,546

Leather Footwear 7,438 106,598 6,020 95,150 5,340 81,382 6,385 89,151 6,921 109,761

Canvas Footwear 174 368 59 230 99 522 139 581 159 704

Other Footwear 5,551 15,215 4,002 12,745 4,504 13,836 6,614 20,171 5,946 21,081
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exports are ISO-9000 qualified.

The industry is in constant touch 
with the developments occurring 
in the modern footwear technology 
and technical know-how, especially 
in Europe. More recently, Pakistani 
footwear manufacturers have 
benefited from the latest designs 
and patterns developed in Italy and 
other western countries, and by 
using their own innovative skills, 
have evolved new and trendy 
patterns of the footwear.
 

PAKISTAN FOOTWEAR EXPORTST
Pakistan exports footwear to more 
than 60 countries in five continents 
of the world. Its major exports 
are to UK, France, Netherlands & 
Germany in Europe and Dubai, 
Saudi Arabia & Yemen in the Middle 
East. Pakistan’s exports of footwear 
have registered a high rate of 
growth in the recent past.  It has 
gone up by 250% of what it was few 
years ago.
 
Infrastructure Facilities
Superb communication facilities of 
transportation are available in the 
country by road / rail / air network. 
We have fully developed seaports like 
Karachi & Port Qasim, while Gawadar 
seaport is going to be in full swing 
very soon.  Bulk supplies take only 
three weeks time to be delivered in 

Europe by sea route.
Islamabad, Lahore & Karachi 
international airports handle all types of 
cargo.  Many cities are linked with dry 
ports facilitating cargo shipments. 
Modern telecommunication facilities 
are available down to small towns.

Government Policies
Government policies are business 
friendly encouraging both 
production and exports. Temporary 
imports for re-export purposes 
are allowed while machinery 
and many raw materials can be 
imported at nominal import duties. 
Trade Development Authority, 
Government of Pakistan facilitates 
our participation in international 
footwear exhibitions in different 
countries, helping in promotion of 
our exports.

MANY
FACTORIES HAVE 
A PRODUCTION 

CAPACITY OF 2,500 
PAIRS PER DAY,

WHILE THE LARGER 
UNITS PRODUCE AS 

MUCH AS 10,000 
PAIRS

PER DAY. 
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The idea of Blue Economy recognizes the sustainable 
use of ocean and coastal resources for economic 
growth, improved livelihood and jobs, and ocean 

ecosystem health. The Blue Economy emerges when 
economic activity is in balance with the long term capacity 
of ocean and coastal ecosystems to support this activity 
and remain resilient and healthy which includes many 
components:

Maritime Transport
Over 80 percent of international goods traded are 
transported by sea and the volume of seaborne trade is 
expected to double till 2030 and quadruple till 2015.

Fisheries
Marine fisheries contribute more than US$210 billion 
annually to global GDP. More sustainable fisheries can 
generate more revenue and more fish can restore fish 
stocks.

Renewable Energy
Sustainable marine energy can play a vital role in social 
and economic development.

Tourism
Ocean and coastal tourism can bring jobs and economic 
growth. Coastal least developed countries and Small 
Island Developing states receive more than 41 million 
visitors per year.

LAEEQUE A. KHAN
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Climate Change:
Effects of it on sea rising ocean levels, 
coastal disintegration, changing 
ocean momentum examples and 
fermentation are staggering. In the 
meantime seas are a critical carbon 
sinks and help alleviate environmental 
change.

Waste Management:
Up to 80 percent of litter in our 
oceans is from land-based sources. 
Better waste management can help 
the oceans recover.
 
Potential and Prospects
Pakistan is an important 
maritime state in the Indian 
Ocean naturally endowed with 
approximately 1,050 km long 
coastline and the Exclusive 
Economic Zone covering about 
240,000 sq. km. Pakistan may 
confront a number of challenges 
while building upon its Blue 
Economy potential.

However, Pakistan should embark 
upon boosting its economy while 
focusing on maritime infrastructure, 
technology for offshore resource 
development, a strong fisheries and 
marine leisure sector (tourism), 
environment issues etc.

All the required financial and 
technological support should be 
geared up for building, operating, 
and making economically profitable 
industries.

These are compelling reasons for 
Pakistan to endorse and internalize 
the concept of a Blue Economy in 
policy, bilateral relations as well as 
international transactions.

Institutions like Bahria University 
should be established to work 
on blue economy that may 

guide Pakistan to harness the 
potential and engage itself in the 
sustainable development of living 
and non-living resources of the 
seas to advance economic growth 
and enhance human security.

   THE
     EFFICIENCY
OF PAKISTANI

PORTS SHOULD
BE ENHANCED BY
IMPROVING THE

NETWORK OF
RAIL & ROAD

INFRASTRUCTURE

both of which is being catered 
widely by the mega ‘China and 
Pakistan Economic Corridor’ project 
(Popularly recognized as CPEC) but 
policy should be adopted for the 
sustainable coastal management, a 
large segment of the Blue Economy 
revolves around waste management 
and effort to lessen climate 
degradation.

A large part of the problem could 
be catered by simply initiating 
the plantation of trees, primarily 
mangrove trees, along the coastal 

lines of Pakistan. Mangrove trees 
are the prime example of trees, 
which remain steadfast in all 
qualities of water (swamp waters, 
salty sea waters and fresh river 
waters).

Its roots grow deep down in the 
soil, proving to be a natural anchor 
against natural disasters such as 
tsunamis and floods. Preserving 
coastal areas and mangroves is vital 
to people that live in coastal areas, 
providing them with fish and other 
seafood.

Many commercially important fish 
and crustaceans spend part or all of 
their lives in mangroves, which also 
provide a home of many terrestrial 
animals, which promotes fisheries 
and generates huge revenues 
many potential tourist grounds can 
emerge on the ports of Pakistan 
of which the most suitable would 
be the Gwadar Port of Balochistan 
due to its emerging popularity 
in terms of aesthetics as well as 
industrialization.

Prospects could include floating 
restaurants, underwater aquarium 
and beach resorts, which are 
gaining popularity worldwide. To 
add more elements of attraction, the 
projects could include water sports 
and activities such as snorkeling 
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and water-skiing. These steps 
are bound to attract international 
adventure driven tourists, hence 
ushering the touristindustry of 
Pakistan with a renewed energy 
once again.
 
Bahria University Karachi aims to 
generate thoughts and actions towards 
investigating various opportunities, 
ways of cashing the benefits as well 
as identifying challenges and ways 
of overcoming by raising voice for 
the awareness of neglected sector 
related to blue economy to improve 
GDP like our neighboring countries.
 
FIGURE:
Comparison of Aquaculture and 
Fishing in South Asian countries 
(Source: World Bank)
 
These are some compelling 
reasons for Pakistan to endorse 

and internalize the concept of a 
Blue Economy in policy, bilateral 
relations as well as international 
transactions. Institutions like Bahria 
University should be established 
to work on Blue Economy that 
may guide Pakistan to harness the 
potential and engage itself in the 
sustainable development of living 
and non-living resources of the seas 
to advance economic growth and 
enhance human security. This can 
be supplemented by a successful 

regional seas program for ocean 
governance, management and 
awareness programs regarding the 
subject. 

Bahria University Karachi runs a 
nationwide campaign to create 
awareness about Blue Economy 
and not only try to explore but also 
highlight the potential of this sector 
a various platforms and strives hard 
for the sustainable and prosperous 
Pakistan through Blue Economy.
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WORLD OIL PRICES SURGE ON US DATA

Oil prices inched up the previous 
day, ending the week higher 
after stronger-than-

expected US economic 
data brightened the crude 
demand outlook and 
concerns over the safety 
of oil transport around 
the Strait of Hormuz 
threatened supply. Brent 
crude futures LCOc1 
settled at $63.46 a barrel, 
up 7 cents. They clocked a 
weekly rise of about 1.7%. US West 
Texas Intermediate crude CLc1 settled at $56.20 a barrel, rising 
18 cents. It gained about 1.2% on the week. US economic growth 
slowed less than expected in the second quarter with a boom in 
consumer spending, strengthening the outlook for oil consumption. 
Next week, top US and Chinese negotiators meet for the first 
time since trade discussions between the world’s two largest 
economies broke down in May after nearing agreement. Any 
positive outcome from the talks is expected to boost oil prices.

Gold Prices Move Higher

Gold firmed on Friday, having shed 1% in the previous 
session on robust US jobs data, with investors awaiting 
further economic readings from Washington that could drive 

sentiment going into next week’s Federal Reserve meeting. Spot 
gold was up 0.5% to $1,420.78 an ounce at 1205 GMT. US gold 
futures gained 0.4% to $1,420.50.

MODEL MAG REPORT
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Prices were still on track for a first 
weekly drop in three, pressured 
in part by a stronger dollar and 
spill over from Thursday’s slide 
after comments from European 
Central Bank Governor Mario 
Draghi lowered expectations for an 
immediate cut to interest rates.

In other precious metals, platinum 
rose 0.2% to $867.09 an ounce 
while palladium edged up 0.3% 
to $1,535.42. Silver, meanwhile, 
firmed by 0.5% to $16.48. Silver 

was on track for a third week of 
gains, having risen 1.7% so far.

Copper Prices Boosted by Hopes 
for end to US-China Trade War

Copper prices rose on 
Wednesday as news that 
US officials would go to 

China next week to resume trade 
talks helped to boost sentiment in 
industrial metals markets under 
pressure from concerns over 
growth and demand.

Benchmark copper on the London 
Metal Exchange traded up 0.5 
percent at $6,000 a tonne in 
official rings. Prices of the metal 

used widely in the power and 
construction industries touched a 
six-month low at $5,740 in June. 
US Trade Representative Robert 
Lighthizer and senior US officials 
will travel to Shanghai next week to 
kick-start stalled negotiations aimed 
at ending a protracted trade war 
marked by tit-for-tat tariffs.

Malaysian Palm Oil Hits Over 
1-Month H igh

Malaysian palm oil futures 
climbed over 1 percent at 
midday break on Wednesday 

to their highest in more than a 
month, tracking gains in US oil on 
the Chicago Board of Trade (CBOT).

The benchmark palm oil contract 
for October delivery on the Bursa 
Malaysia Derivatives Exchange 
was up 1.1 percent at 2,026 ringgit 
($491.87) per tonne at noon, 
heading for a third straight session 
of gains. Earlier in the session, it 
rose as much as 1.2 percent to 
2,028 ringgit, its strongest levels 
since June 21.Palm oil may raise 
more to 2,023 ringgit per tonne, as 
it has cleared a resistance at 2,001 
ringgit, said Wang Tao.

ICE canola futures rise as heat 
stresses European rapeseed crop
ICE canola futures ended higher 
on Wednesday on concerns that 
a severe heat wave would reduce 
European rapeseed production this 
season, potentially stoking demand 
for Canadian exports, traders said.

Temperatures across northern 
Europe hit record highs on 
Wednesday in the second heat wave 
this month. The crop-stressing 
conditions are expected to last 
until Friday. Most-active November 
canola ended $2.70 higher at 
$450.20 per tonne. The contract 
touched a three-week high during 
the session.

Hedge selling clipped gains late in 
the session as farmers seized the 
chance to liquidate some of their 
stored canola at higher prices and 
ahead of the upcoming harvest. 
Canola also drew some spill over 
support from soybean futures, 
which climbed on adverse US crop 
development weather and hopes 
for revived trade talks between the 
United States and China.
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Raw Sugar Prices Inch up as 
Brazilian Output Falls
 

Raw sugar futures on ICE rose 
on Wednesday, lifted by data 
indicating that Brazilian sugar 

production dropped in the first 
half of this month, while coffee 
and cocoa prices slipped. October 
raw sugar settled up 0.08 cent, or 
0.7 percent, at 12.06 cents per lb, 
supported by constructive Brazilian 
data, dealers said. Sugar output 
from Brazil’s center-south region 

slumped 19 percent in the first half 
of July, cane industry group Unica 
said. In addition, about 400,000 
hectares of cane fields were affected 
by frosts earlier this month which 
may impact yields, Unica said. In 
the previous session, the monthly 
contract hit a contract low of 11.39 
cents before rebounding, in part in 
anticipation of the Brazilian data.

CBOT Wheat Futures Rally

Chicago Board of Trade (CBOT) 
wheat futures rallied on 
Wednesday, with traders 

saying they had begun unwinding 
the corn-wheat spread after the 
US spring wheat tour found 
inconsistent yields in parts of North 

Dakota. CBOT September soft red 
winter wheat ended the day up 10-1/2 
cents at $4.97-3/4 per bushel. K.C.

September hard red winter wheat 
ended up 8 cents at $4.39-1/2 a 
bushel, and MGEX September spring 
wheat up 1-3/4 cents to $5.22-1/4 
a bushel. Harvest potential for the 
spring wheat crop in north central 
North Dakota is variable, with 
fields that were planted in a timely 
fashion on track for bumper yields, 
scouts on an annual tour found on 
Wednesday.

China Iron ore slu mps

Chinese iron ore futures 
fell nearly 5 percent on 
Wednesday after miner Vale 

SA won approval to resume some 
processing operations, while 
Shanghai rebar steel extended 
losses into a sixth session.

The Brazilian miner said the move 

at the Vargem Grande complex 
should add 5 million tonnes to 
annual production, and reaffirmed 
its 2019 guidance for iron ore and 
pellets sales, easing concerns 
over supplies of the steel making 
ingredient.Brazil’s mining regulatory 
agency had ordered Vale to halt 
operations at Vargem Grande in 
February to guarantee the stability 
of its dams, following a deadly dam 
burst in January.

Shanghai Steel Rebar Hits 
1-Month Low

Shanghai steel futures fell to 
their lowest in one month 
on Wednesday, extending 

losses into a sixth straight session, 
despite strong steel demand in the 
physical market. The construction 
steel rebar contract on the Shanghai 
Futures Exchange slid as much as 
1.7 percent to 3,882 yuan a tonne, 
its lowest since June 24. The rest 
of China’s ferrous markets have 
retreated after last week’s gains, led 
by Dalian iron ore, but Toh said a 
rebound could be expected. Hot-
rolled steel used in cars and home 
appliances dropped as much as 1.8 
percent to 3,815 yuan a tonne, it’s 
lowest since July 15.
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The institution of the family is run 
with the mutual collaboration and 
cooperation of husband and wife. 
The Islamic scheme for a family’s 
management is that the woman 
should be relieved from all other 
responsibilities in order to focus on 
the family’s internal discipline and 
stability, while the man should take 
the burden of meeting economic 
needs. The woman’s food, clothing 
and shelter are counted among the 
family’s economic needs; if both 
partners are well-off, a servant 
or helper for household errands 

is also included in these needs. 
The man has to arrange for the 
expenses of healthcare as well. This 
is the legal position of Islam on the 
responsibilities of the husband. In 
addition, good moral conduct as 
encouraged in Islam demands that 
a man treat his wife as well as he 
can and do everything possible for 
her comfort and happiness. While 
it is true that a woman’s home 
and family are her primary sphere 
of activity, and that she has been 
relieved of financial burdens to give 
the best of her time and energy to 

the sustenance and growth of the 
family, it is not true that she has 
no right to do anything else, or 
that all avenues for economic 
activity have been shut to her. 
Islamic history shows that, 
along with paying their duty to 
family and home, Muslim women 
have rendered great services 
outside their homes as well. 
They have also been involved in 
economic activities according to 
the situations in which they found 
themselves. It is necessary to 
reflect on different aspects of this 

THE FAMILY IS AN INSTITUTION OF SOCIETY, & IT IS 
INDISPENSABLE FOR EVERY INSTITUTION TO HAVE 
ORDER & DISCIPLINE, WITHOUT WHICH IT CANNOT

RUN OR EVEN STAY ALIVE.
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phenomenon in the light of Islamic 
teachings:

Sometimes, a situation demands 
that a wife support her husband 
in earning for the family. This 
situation, where both husband 
and wife work to meet the family’s 
needs, is generally seen in the 
working middle class. However, 
a highly educated, professionally 
trained and skilled woman too may 
find herself in a difficult situation 
that demands of her to work 
and earn. If she adopts a lawful 
occupation, she has every right to 
do this.

Women may have certain sources 
of income even where they do not 
set out to earn in the first place. For 
example, a woman receives dower 
(mahr) from her husband, she owns 
her jewellery, and Islam has given 
her the right to inherit. A woman 
may receive money, a plot of land, 
or property in the shape of a shop 
or house. She is free to invest her 
assets and holdings in a profitable 
business and thereby improve her 
economic situation.

There were times when women 
had to bear a very heavy burden of 
household tasks and maintenance, 
which included, along with serving 
the husband and nurturing the 
children, sieving and grinding 
grains, cooking, fetching water, 
washing dishes as well as clothes, 

sweeping and dusting, etc. These 
were really hard and tiresome duties 
in which women used to spend 
almost all of their time.

Today, we are living in an era of 
machines. Many of the tasks that 
were done manually get done by 
machines now. This is one reason 
why, at least in urban areas, women 
have more time at their leisure. 
Moreover, children are sent to 
nursery and kindergarten when 
they are just three or four years old, 
which means that their mothers are 
spared the time they would have 
had to give to them in the past.

Thus, women generally have more 
time at their disposal now, even 
while performing all household 
responsibilities. If they manage 
this time and utilize it to improve the 

economic conditions of their family and 
their own selves, there is no harm.

For a certain period after marriage, 
women remain quite busy in bearing 
children and giving them the special 
care they need in their early years. A 
woman might be busiest during this 
period. When she crosses the age 
of 40, these responsibilities begin 
to shrink. However, her abilities and 
energies do not similarly diminish; 
rather, maturity and experience 
adds to her competence. At this 
stage, therefore, women can engage 
themselves in economic activities 
with greater focus and attention.

Women can adopt any occupation 
or business according to their 
situation and circumstances, 
abilities and inclinations. They can 
seek jobs as well as invest in trade, 
industry, or agriculture. They can 
manage and supervise the ventures 
in which they invest or which they 
own. They can even create new 
opportunities for themselves.

Here, it is important to note 
that meeting the financial needs 
of a woman is her husband’s 
responsibility if she is married, 
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and her father’s or brother’s 
responsibility if she is single. This 
is an obligation (wajib) on him, of 
which he is not exonerated even if 
his wife (or daughter or sister) is 
well-off and has some other means 
of income. A woman’s income is 
exclusively her own. She may spend 
it as she wills. She may choose 
to spend it on her husband and 
children, but this will be an act of 
goodness (ihsan) on her part and is 
not a legal compulsion.

Hazrat Abdullah ibn Masud (May 
Allah be pleased with him) was in a 
financially weak position. His wife, 

Zainab (May Allah be pleased with 
her) used to spend on him. She once 
approached the Prophet (Peace be 
upon him [pbuh]) and asked through 
Hazrat Bilal (May Allah be pleased 
with him) if she could spend on her 
husband (in addition to the orphans 
she was taking care of).

An Ansari woman too had the same 
question. The Prophet (pbuh) replied 
that theirs was a double reward: one 
for keeping the relationship good 
and the other for charity.To prevent 
women’s economic activities from 

taking any direction considered wrong 
in Islam, it is essential to be aware of 
the following Islamic principles:

Islam has prescribed the limits of 
halal (lawful and allowed) and haram 
(unlawful and forbidden), which both 
men and women have to observe in 
all circumstances. They can engage 
only in halal pursuits. Nobody is 
allowed to engage in haram activities. 
A distinguishing feature of the Islamic 
scheme for society is that the notion 
of free intermixing of the two genders 
is simply alien to it. Therefore, women 
cannot adopt an occupation or 
business in which they would have to 
work in close proximity with men.

Chastity and modesty are important 
values, which give dignity and 
security to women. As they cannot 
be compromised, Islam wants 
women to avoid all situations where 
there is danger of these values 
being flouted or violated.

The family is an important institution of 
society. It is accorded great importance 
in the Islamic scheme of life. Its 
strength gives strength and stability 
to Islamic society as a whole, while its 
weakness makes the growth and very 
survival of Islam in society very difficult. 
The family is built and run by a man 
and a woman. In this set-up, they both 
have rights and obligations. It is their 
responsibility to raise their children, and 
train and educate them. They may have 
to shoulder many other responsibilities 
as well.

For instance, they have to fulfill  the 
legal and moral rights of their parents, 
brothers and sisters and any other 
relations who are also part of their 
family. On the internal front of all this, 
the woman has a highly significant 
role to play. The family needs her time 
and attention, energies and potential.

Thus, finances are important, but a 
woman should not engage herself 
in economic activities at the cost of 
the family system and discipline. 
She should not give herself up 
to economic struggle at the cost 
of the warmth of relations. The 
family is an abode of peace for its 
members and an institution that, 
if strong, guarantees the progress 
of society. Any damage to it is a 
loss to both the individual and the 
society. Therefore, it is not right 
for individual men and women to 
ignore it in their pursuit of any other 
objective.
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What should you do now? A good first 
step is considering the broad ongoing 
trends that will impact the supply chain 

of the future. These can be grouped into four 
main categories:
1. Emerging technologies
2. Focus on supply chain visibility
3. Sharing economy
4. Evolving customer channels

Let’s take a look at each in a little more depth.

Emerging Technologies
Drones, autonomous intelligence and 
robotic automation will eventually transform 
warehousing and transportation, which will 
create networks that may look and operate very 
differently from those of today.

SUPPLY CHAINS AROUND THE WORLD ARE BEING
TRANSFORMED. EXTERNAL PRESSURES, TECHNOLOGY
TRENDS AND INTERNAL EVOLUTION ARE PROMPTING
COMPANIES TO RE-EVALUATE THEIR NETWORK TO DETERMINE
HOW THEIR FUTURE SUPPLY CHAIN SHOULD BE STRUCTURED,
BOTH IN TERMS OF CAPACITY AND CAPABILITIES.
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Focus on Supply Chain 
Visibility
The Internet of Things, Big Data 
and data transparency will improve 
organizations’ ability to gain visibility on 
the real-time status of their supply chain 
network, thus giving them the ability to 
not only rapidly respond to problems 
but more importantly, anticipate and 
prevent them more effectively. Data 
abundance will be used to draw 
insights on both short-term and long-

term improvements to the supply 
chain and beyond.

Sharing Economy
On demand warehousing and 
on-demand logistics will allow 
organizations to be more flexible in 
how they operate their supply chain. 
Lower Capex and higher adaptability 
will likely be attractive for 
organizations that are in rapidly 
evolving industries.

Evolving Customer Channels
There is an ongoing shift away 
from traditional retail to direct-to-
consumer shipping. Consider that 

40% of brands now sell directly to the 
consumer, and that those DTC sales 
are projected to reach $130 billion by 
2025. This requires a supply chain 
with different capabilities than those 
in place today.

Measure Impact on Existing 
Dupply Chain
With these broad trends in mind, 
organizations must constantly 
track select metrics like warehouse 
utilization levels, actual customer 
service level, cost to serve/profitability 
of product categories, and use of stop-
gap measures to determine if there is 
an ongoing impact on revenue growth 
and operating margin.

It is important to ensure that Operations 
tracks and has visibility on these metrics 
across their organization’s supply 
chain, as these metrics will provide 
an indication that negative business 
impacts may be imminent. Operations 
should not only track and generate 
reports on the metrics, but it should 
also have the channels to communicate 
these metrics and their resulting impact 
to the business to the organization’s 
C-suite.Sales and Operations Planning 
(S&OP) is a crucial initiative that many 
leading organizations are implementing 
to ensure even wider visibility on 
customer impact. The next evolutionary 
step in S&OP is to leverage real-time 
visibility to align better on expected and 
incoming demand, which better equips 
the organization to shape and serve that 
demand.

Sample Metrics to Track
These metrics must be monitored 
often to plan necessary changes to 
the supply chain, as the lead time to 
these changes could range from a few 
weeks to several years based on the 
level of network upgrades needed.

Determine Gap in the 
Business Strategy
Before any supply chain redesign, 
it is crucial to determine if the 
company’s business strategy can 
be supported by the existing supply 
chain network. Based on how the 
company is oriented, whether it 
is service oriented, cost oriented 
or a hybrid of both, the existing 
supply chain network could be out 
of sync with the business strategy. 
If the company has recently gone 
through a strategic transformation, 
it is crucial to capture the impacts 
of the new strategic direction on 
the supply chain. Even better, make 
supply chain redesign part of the 
strategic transformation since the 
supply chain is a strategic enabler.

Consider Factors Impacting 
Supply Chain Design
Examining the external trends, 
measuring key supply chain metrics 
and evaluating the network against the 
business strategy, usually determines 
that the supply chain requires some or 
even major overhaul and the following 
four main factors need to be delved 
into further:

•  Existing Supply Chain
Warehousing, transportation and 
business impact metrics will reflect 
the current state of the existing 
supply chain. To develop a new 
network, it is important to establish 
the baseline of existing capacity and 
capabilities. A thorough study of the 
network is necessary, with site visits 
to discuss existing problems and 
projected challenges. Apart from 
determining capacity, an important 
aspect of this baselining exercise 
is to map out the technological 
capabilities of the network. With 
new WMS, TMS and automation 
technologies available, it is crucial 
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to compare current state capabilities 
against these technologies to 
determine the gap and business 
impact.

After baselining, the organization 
will have to determine future 
volume and project when and where 
the network will be at capacity. If 
required, the previously mentioned 
site visits can also help determine 
opportunities to push expansion/
reconfiguration through quick win 
solutions. External best practices 
should also be evaluated to 
determine other implementable 
quick wins to relieve capacity 
constraints in the short-term.

•  Product, Customer and 
Channel
Understand how customer 
demand is changing by 
understanding their marketplace. 
In Consumer Packaged Goods 
(CPG), for example, DTC (Direct-
To-Consumer is a channel 
where companies sell directly to 
customers rather than through 
intermediate retail outlets) is 
booming with companies like 
Unilever with their acquisition of 
Dollar Shave Club; at Nike, DTC 
accounted for 70% of growth 
in 2017. Evolving customers 
will result in changing channel 
and product preferences. It is 
important to determine how 
flexible the current warehousing 
and transportation infrastructure 
is to be able to serve the evolving 
customer and product mix. If 
significant changes are required to 
the supply chain, the organization 
must plan out both short-term 
strategies to meet customer needs 
as well as a long-term plan that 
is flexible enough to adjust to 
changing customer needs.

•  Organization Capacity and 
Capability
The organization’s capacity to support 
a future-state network must be 
taken into consideration as any ideal 
theoretical supply chain will remain 
just that without the organization 
having the following capacities:

•  Data and Analytics
To design a supply chain for the 
future, it is important to plug any 
data gaps, including knowing 
supplier and customer location, 
customer forecasts, transportation 
costs and realized raw and adjusted 
service levels, among other key 
inputs. The firm should be able to 
trust the data being reported and be 
able to access it readily to perform 
the required analytics.

•  Financial Strength
The organization’s appetite for 
financial investments in the supply 
chain must be identified. Often 
supply chain spend is seen as a 
cost of doing business but the 
C-suite may occasionally demand a 
financial return on the investments. 
The business impact metrics 

mentioned previously can be useful 
to make this business case, if 
required. Additionally, it is good 
practice to re-design for phased 
Capex spend regardless of whether 
the firm has been investing regularly 
in their supply chain. This not 
only spreads the investments over 
years but also allows for certain 
metrics to be achieved before 
further investments are required. An 
alternative to building-to-own would 
be leasing warehouse space (DC 
Capabilities), as the marketplace 
evolves to ensure flexibility in 
business strategy execution while 
keeping Capex spend low. With 
the booming sharing economy, 
the lease option could become 
increasingly attractive even at the 
cost of higher Opex.

•  Design Process Expertise
The organization must have the 
expertise to build an optimized 
model, run scenarios and 
objectively assess tradeoffs. 
Either through internal or external 
experts, the organization must 
have the ability to gather baseline 
data, model the network and its 
intricacies, determine scenarios to 
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run, and be able to bubble those up 
to Operations, Sales and the C-suite 
to make actionable decisions.

• Implementation Process 
Expertise
The organization needs the expertise 
to refine the network design based 
on what is implementable. These 
should ideally be the same individuals 
who can lead the execution of the 
new network, also building the new 
capabilities the supply chain needs.

• Communications
Build internal consensus and 
manage change for the success 
of the project. Sensitivities 
around workforce consolidation, 
speculation around timing 
and fluidity of the decision 
require the right structure and 
communications protocol to 
ensure morale is sustained while 
avoiding PR disasters.

• Execute the Supply Chain 
Redesign Process
Once it is determined that the 
organization can implement a 
new supply chain network, the 
re-design process, at a high-level, 
should follow these steps:

• Conduct further site visits and talk 
to Sales and Operations to understand 
capacity and capability gaps. 
Thereafter, interview all stakeholders 
in and outside the supply chain for 
pain points and gaps.

• Model the network baseline.

• Refine the baseline supply chain 
model through internal data collection 
and analysis to ensure that the current 
state is accurately captured before 
any redesign is undertaken.

• Project future volume for various 
scenarios.
• Using real options pricing 
methodology (i.e. mapping different 
probability weighted projected 
outcomes based on different input 
assumptions), determine the ability 
to serve future volume and the 
resulting financial implications.

• Design the best greenfield network 
for the business strategy and 
customer requirements.
• Compare with the existing network 
and design a realistic network 
that fully utilizes existing assets 
by modelling additional capacity 
and capabilities and determining 
associated Capex and Opex costs. 

Involve the supply market and their 
assets as inputs into the network 
design.
• Discuss with all stakeholders 
and determine if the financial and 
strategic implications of the new 
network are worth the costs.
• Develop a phased implementation 
plan and add trigger points to 
enable flexibility in responding to 
trends and volumes.

• Develop the messaging and 
communications protocol to ensure 
smooth execution.

There are many sub-steps to 
the execution as well as pitfalls 
to avoid as a company goes 
through the implementation of a 
new supply chain network. The 
emergence of new technologies 
will fundamentally change supply 
chains across industries, and 
executives need to anticipate these 
changes to remain competitive 
and deliver value.
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CSR is a concept which emerged 
gradually and still looking for its 
legitimacy. There are five broader 
theories associated with CSR 
based on different perspectives. 

Classical theory
According to Milton Friedman’s 

article “The Social Responsibility 
of Business is to Increase its Profits” he argues that 
corporate executive is an employee of business and his 
sole responsibility should be “to make as much money as 
possible”.

He holds the opinion that employees, customers and 
stakeholders can use their own money in the social activities 
because executive serves as agent for the interest of the 
principle. He further wrote “society, “there is one and only 
one social responsibility of business--to use its resources 
and engage in activities designed to 
increase its profits so long as it stays 
within the rules of the 
game, which 
is to say, 
engages in 
open and free 
competition 
without 

deception or fraud”.
Hence, the prevailing world view of self-interest 
economic man can be observed in the arguments of 
Freidman.

SOCIAL CONTRACT THEORY:
This theory was developed by Donaldson and Dunfee 

which guides the managers to take care of ethical 
context in making decisions. The companies which 
adopted the social contract perspective of CSR would 
consider it as a societal expectation. According to this 
concept, businesses are part of the social structure and, 
hence, should contribute to meet the needs of society. 
Corporate business and society have mutual interests 
as former require the support in the shape of sales and 
resources from the latter and in return latter may expect 
the socially responsible behaviour from former, so it 
is a concomitant interdependent relation between the 
business and community they operate in. 

Instrumental theory
The defenders of this theory assert that business should 
adopt CSR concept in order to gain the good image in 
the society. The proponents argued that developing and 
maintaining good reputation through CSR activities may 
result in enhancement of reputational capital of the firm. 

Legitimacy theory
This theory focuses on the environmental 

pressure and 
forces 
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the organizations to adopt CSR 
activities to legitimise so that these 
can be used for publicity and gaining 
the sympathies of the society. Theory 
asserts that organizations seek to 
match their actions with what is 
perceived to be appropriate in the 
society. The society’s perception is a 
real motivator for CSR and is crucial 
for the survival of the organization 
because if the organization is not 
satisfying the society`s perception 
then society may revoke its social 
contract with organization. 

Stakeholder theory
This is the most debated theory of 
CSR in the corporate world. This 
theory posits; managers adopt such 
CSR activities that pay attention 
towards the rights and needs of all 
the stakeholders of the business. 
Decisions are made by looking at the 
obligations towards the stakeholders 
and their requirements are given due 
priorities while making any policy. In 
other words, stakeholder`s theory 
strengthens the idea of shareholders 
interests supremacy while making the 
decisions. 

Critique on Contemporary 
Perspectives of CSR 
Before condemning the contemporary 
theories of CSR, it is an obligation to 
give due respect and tribute to those 
scholars who contributed honestly in 
disseminating the message of social 
responsibility with a sole purpose 
of urging business class to help the 
needy and let the corporate sector 
believe that it is obligatory on them to 
contribute actively in the development 
of the society. From classical to 
stake-holders theory, a common 
reason for adopting/not adopting 
CSR activities is profit generation and 
maximization. Whatever reason is 
adopted, the underlying assumption 
is an accomplishment of monetary 
objectives. The spirit of capitalism can 

be observed easily in each of western 
CSR perspective. According to Max 
Weber, the real spirit of capitalism 
is “Money can beget money, and its 
offspring can beget more, and so 
on”. Social contract theory urged the 
corporations to adopt CSR activities 
otherwise society may breach its 
contract with the firm which would 
ultimately result in reduction in 
overall value of the organization. 
Furthermore, corporations have 
to renegotiate as the societal 
preferences has changed. 

They assert that organizational 
activities must be matched with 
societal/stakeholders expectations. In 
other words, western view of CSR is 
an ever changing phenomenon.

Islamic Perspective of Corporate 
Regardless of many attempts to 
make widely acceptable rationale for 
practicing CSR activities, still western 
theorists have failed to provide a 
single ethical justification in this 
regard whereas, Islam provides a 
holistic view, derived from the divine 
commandments of the Holy Quran and 
sayings of Allah’s Messenger (PBUH); 
The divine revelations provide strong 
moral and ethical principles that are 
more eternal, absolute and enduring. 
Islam encouraged Muslims to perform 
socially responsible activities just 
for the sake of Allah and do not look 
for any kind of monetary, economic 
or strategic benefits in response to 
welfare activities. 

It is Mentioned in the Holy Quran 
Those who neither spend their 
wealth in Allah is way and thereafter 
do not express favour nor cause 
injury (hurt the recipient’s feelings), 
their reward is with their Lord; there 
shall be no fear upon them nor shall 
they grieve.” Furthermore, CSR 
seems to emerge as a voluntary 
notion in the west, the compliance of 

which is not obligatory. But in Islam, 
charity for the welfare of the society 
is obligatory in the shape of Zakat. 
The Holy Quran mentioned regarding 
those beneficiaries of Zakat:

 “The obligatory charity is only for the 
destitute and the really needy, and 
those who collect it, and for those in 
whose hearts the love of Islam needs 
to be instilled, and to free slaves, and 
to debtors, and in Allah’s cause, and to 
the traveller; this is decreed by Allah; 
and Allah is All Knowing, Wise.” 

Islamic Perspective
The concept of Benevolence 
(Ihsan) or kindness to others is a 
major contributor towards people’s 
responsibility towards their society. 
Benevolence is “an act which benefits 
persons other than those from 
whom the act precedes without 
any obligation.” It can be seen that 
benevolence demands for kindness/ 
benefit to other without any obligation. 
The concept looks somewhat similar 
to CSR but Islam focuses on volunteer 
activities having no purpose other than 
acquiring Allah`s pleasure.

It is specifically mentioned in the Holy 
Quran: “O People who believe! Do not 
invalidate your charity by expressing 
favour and causing injury like one who 
spends his wealth for people to see, 
and does not believe in Allah and the 
Last Day; his example is similar to 
that of a rock covered with dust and 
hard rain fell on it, leaving it as a bare 
rock; they shall get no control over 
(or benefit from) anything they have 
earned; and Allah does not guide the 
disbelievers.” The divine teaching on 
different dimensions of CSR with 
respect to stakeholder is well-being 
is given below.

Islamic Perspective of Corporate 
RELATIONSHIP WITH STAKEHOLDERS;
a firm cannot operate in isolation; it 
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has to deal with different stakeholders. 
Almighty Allah and His messenger 
(PBUH) provided complete guidelines 
for dealing with the stakeholders. 
Stakeholders include employees, 
debtors, creditors, competitors, 
environment and general society.

Relationship with Employees
Islam emphasizes on equality of 
relationships with all humans. 
Although, employees are under 
employers authority, but doesn’t 
signifies the superiority of employer. 
According to the Holy Quran: “O 
mankind! We have indeed created 
you from one man and one woman, 
and have made you into various 
nations and tribes so that you may 
know one another; indeed the more 
honourable among you, in the sight 
of Allah, is one who is more pious 
among you; indeed Allah is All 
Knowing, All Aware. (Piety is the 
basis of honour in Allah is sight).” 

According to the Holy Quran, the 
basis of superiority is neither the 
wealth of this world nor the higher 
worldly rank, rather the basis of 
superiority is piousness (Taqwa). 
Therefore, the employees should be 
treated fairly. 

Although, they have weak financial 
position and dependent on the 
organization, but may have more 
Taqwa or competence than those 
on the higher posts. Almighty Allah 
has strictly conveyed through his 
messengers the rules regarding 
the hiring, promotion, evaluating 
performance or any other aspect 
of providing financial benefit to 
the subordinates: “Allah doth 
command you to render back your 
Trusts to those to whom they are 
due; And when you judge between 
man and man, that you judge with 
justice: Verily how excellent is the 
teaching which He give you! For 

Allah is He Who heareth and seeth 
all things”. 

Relationship with Debtor
In Western management style, if 
a debtor is not able to pay back 
dues on time then the most optimal 
option is rescheduling of payment by 
charging some additional amount in 
the shape of penalty. More socially 
responsible companies may wave off 
the penalty amount and reschedule 
the original amount. On the other 
hand, Islam advised its followers to 
act under the shadow of benevolence 
while dealing with the debtors. 
It is specifically mentioned in the 
Holy Quran: “And if the debtor is in 
difficulty, give him respite till the time 
of ease; and your foregoing the entire 
debt from him is still better for you, if 
only you realize”.

The same concept is emphasized in 
below mentioned Hadith: “Narrated 
Hudhaifa: The Prophet (PBUH) said, 
before your time the angels received 
the soul of a man and asked him, 
‘Did you do any good deeds (in your 
life)?’ He replied, ‘I used to order my 
employees to Islamic Perspective of 
Corporate ‘grant time to the well-off 
and forgive the needy.’ So Allah said 
to the angels; excuse him”. Both 
above mentioned narrations clearly 
describe the Divine stance regarding 
debtors. Relationship with Creditors 
Islam does not only instruct the 
businessmen to forgive your trade 
who are in straitened situations but 
also strictly advised to pay the debt 
on or before time with handsome 
manner. 

It is mentioned in Hadith: The 
Prophet said: The best amongst 
you is he who pays his debts in 
the most handsome manner.”  
Islam creates balance in every 
matter. Debtors are recommended 
to be forgiven in case of any 

emergency and similarly creditors 
are advised to not only pay back 
their debt on time but to pay back 
in handsome manner.  There are 
strict warnings for those creditors, 
who do not pay back their debt 
on time without any reason. It is 
mentioned in Hadith: Narrated 
Abu Huraira: Allah’s Apostle said, 
“Procrastination (delay) in repaying 
debts by a wealthy person is 
injustice.” Similarly, it is mentioned 
on another place: It was narrated 
that Abu Hurairah said: A man 
came to the Prophet (Peace Be 
Upon Him) when He was delivering 
a Khutbah from the minber, and he 
said: If I fight in the cause of Allah 
with patience and seeking reward, 
facing the enemy and not running 
away, do You think that Allah will 
forgive my sins? He said: Yes. 

Then He fell silent for a while. Then 
He said: where is the one who was 
asking just now? The man said: Here 
I am. He said: what did you say? He 
said: I said: If I fight in the cause 
of Allah with patience and seeking 
reward, facing the enemy and not 
running away, do You think that Allah 
will forgive my sins?

He Said: Yes except for debt.  
Relationship with competitors In 
the West, competitor is considered 
to be the most dangerous entity for 
the survival of the firm. According 
to Beekun, businesses try to assert 
themselves over the competitors 
and try to eradicate them for the 
sake of obtaining monopolistic 
pricing through hoarding and enjoy 
above average profits. Islam totally 
rejects this phenomenon. According 
to a Hadith, it is mentioned about 
hoarding:

“The Messenger of Allah said: 
‘No one hoards but (is) a sinner” 
Competitors also try to suppress 
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each other because of the threat of 
losing business. Almighty Allah has 
advised the believers to keep trust 
on Him. If they do so, Almighty 
Allah is sufficient for them and 
provides them with His blessings 
from sources which they could not 
imagine. Hence, a believer should 
not be worried about new entrants 
and should not try to hurt them 
through any means. It is mentioned 
in the Holy Quran: “And He will 
provide him from (sources) he never 
could imagine. And whosoever puts 
his trust in Allâh, and then He will 
suffice him. 

ALLAH
WILL

ACCOMPLISH
HIS PURPOSE.
INDEED ALLAH

HAS SET A MEASURE
FOR ALL
THINGS

Relationship with environment 
voluntarily feeling the responsibility 
of securing the environment is 
another important dimension in 
social responsibility.

“Indeed those who needlessly waste 
are brothers of the devils; and the 
devil is very ungrateful to his Lord.” 
It is further mentioned in a Hadith:

The Hadith shows that wastage of 
water is not acceptable in Islam but 
the content of Hadith and the Holy 
Quran mentioned above regarding 
wastage signifies that every kind of 
wastage is disliked and prohibited 
(Haram) in Islam. Therefore, Muslims 
are advised to secure and use the 
natural resources with proper care.

Regarding the contamination of 
environment, which is a very crucial 
issue now days, Islam provides 
general but clear instructions. It is 
mentioned in Hadith: “Jabir reported: 
The Messenger of Allah (May PBUH) 
forbade to urinate in stagnant water.” 

Above mentioned Hadiths clearly 
emphasized the securing of 
natural environment in Islam and 
it is a mandatory duty of every 
Muslim (including businessmen) 
to take care of their natural 
environment. Moreover, the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH) emphasized on 
planting which is a major source 
of environmental purification in 
this world. According to a Hadith: 
“The Prophet (May PBUH) said: If 
the Hour is about to be established 
and one of you was holding a palm 
shoot, let him take advantage of 
even one second before the Hour is 
established to plant it.” 

Relationship with General 
Society
There are many Qurani c verses and 
Hadiths in which Almighty Allah 
and His Messenger (PBUH) have 
emphasized on taking part in the 
welfare of the society. 

Concept of Zakat (obligatory charity) 
and Sadaqa (optional charity) has 
vast implications in this regard. 
Allah has strictly instructed to give 
2.5% of the savings in charity and 
it is obligatory on every Muslim. 
This concept is mentioned at 
different place s in the Holy Quran:  
Islamic Perspective of Corporate 
“O dear Prophet (PBUH) take 
the obligatory charity from their 
wealth, by which you may cleanse 
them and make them pure.” 

The article tries to provide a 
perspective of CSR other than 
western view. Islam has its distinct 

perspective regarding CSR which 
can be clearly demarcated from 
the western ideological constructs 
and theoretical perspectives. 
According to Islam, performing 
socially responsible activities are 
obligatory on every person who 
has the capacity. Moreover, Islam 
provides more ethical and obligatory 
behaviours towards different 
business stakeholders. 

CSR is deeply inscribed in one of 
the founding pillar Zakat (obligatory 
charity) of Islam and which is not an 
alien concept. Human beings, as a 
vicegerent on earth, are stewards of 
the resources provided by Almighty 
Allah and are responsible to use 
them for the betterment of the 
society according to the guidelines 
provided in the Divine revelations.

This concept of vicegerent 
encourages Muslim businessmen 
to instill the good CSR practices 
in their business conduct for the 
sake of Almighty Allah. Islam has 
provided a comprehensive road 
map to the businessmen regarding 
their relationships with different 
stakeholders ranging from employees 
and customers to society and 
environment. 

To make the concept of Islamic 
CSR more understandable, there is 
a need to arrange trainings so that 
people especially entrepreneurs 
and business executives may better 
recognize the importance of CSR 
according to Divine principles. 
These trainings will educate the 
people about the importance of 
CSR, its significance for different 
stakeholders including society and 
can play their role in eliminating 
the misunderstandings that may 
arise during implementation of this 
concept.
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Technology gains led the S&P 500 and the Nasdaq 
higher, while financials gave the biggest boost to 
the blue-chip Dow, which closed up for the seventh 

consecutive session, its longest winning streak since May. 
The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 45.41 points, or 0.17%, 

to 27,182.45, the S&P 500 gained 8.64 points, or 0.29%, to 
3,009.57 and the Nasdaq Composite added 24.79 points, 
or 0.3%, to 8,194.47. Advancing issues outnumbered 
declining ones on the NYSE by a 1.24-to-1 ratio; on 
Nasdaq, a 1.19-to-1 ratio favored advancers.

MODEL MAG REPORT

WALL STREET ADVANCED ON THURSDAY (SEPTEMBER 12, 2019), AND THE S&P 500 

ENDED THE SESSION WITHIN STRIKING DISTANCE OF ITS ALL-TIME CLOSING HIGH, 

BUOYED BY POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS ON THE US-CHINA TRADE FRONT AND A 

PROMISE OF CONTINUED STIMULUS FROM THE EUROPEAN CENTRAL BANK.
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The S&P 500 posted 40 new 52-week 
highs and 1 new low; the Nasdaq 
Composite recorded 89 new highs and 
27 new lows. Volume on US exchanges 
was 7.51 billion shares, compared 
with the 6.79 billion average for the full 
session over the last 20 trading days.

EUROPEAN STOCKS HEAD 
FOR FOURTH WEEK OF GAINS

European shares ground out gains 
for the fourth day running on 

Friday (September 13, 2019) as 
signs of progress in US-China trade 
talks propped up shares after a 
mixed response to stimulus from the 
European Central Bank a day earlier.

ECB chief Mario Draghi told 
governments to do more to revive an 
ailing euro zone economy as he cut 
rates deeper into negative territory 
and pledged indefinite monetary 
stimulus, tying the hands of his 
successor for years to come and 
initially driving stock markets higher.

Both the pan-European STOXX 600 
index and the euro zone only index 
.STOXXE were higher after an hour’s 
trade, but the gains were muted and 
suggested investors may have had 
their fill after four weeks of gains 
that have indexes back near levels 
last seen in July.

GERMANY STOCKS HIGHER

Germany stocks were higher after 
the close on Friday, as gains in the 

Chemicals, Consumer & Cyclical and 
Retail sectors led shares higher. At 

the close in Frankfurt, the DAX gained 
0.54 percent to hit a new 1-month 
high, while the MDAX index added 
0.55 percent, and the TecDAX index 
added 0.56percent. Rising stocks 
outnumbered declining ones on the 
Frankfurt Stock Exchange by 369 to 
300 and 87 ended unchanged.

The DAX volatility index, which 
measures the implied volatility of DAX 
options, was down 4.79 percent to 
14.91 a new 1-month low. Gold Futures 
for December delivery was down 0.34 
percent or 5.15 to $1520.35 a troy 
ounce. Elsewhere in commodities 
trading, Crude oil for delivery in October 
rose 0.64percent or 0.36 to hit $56.66 
a barrel, while the November Brent oil 
contract rose 0.98percent or 0.60 to 
trade at $61.55 a barrel.

Pakistan Stocks Move Higher

The stock market once again 
bounced back in to green territory 

amid bull-run in global equities. 
However, trading remained thin 
due to short session on account of 
Defence Day. After a brief upward 
open, the KSE-100 slipped 200 points 
lower as selling pressure drove the 
index. However, a buying momentum 
towards the end of the session 
helped the index inch closer to the 
30,500-point mark.

At close, the benchmark KSE 
100-share Index recorded an increase 
of 252.43 points, or 0.84percent, 
to settle at 30,467.2 points. Overall, 
trading volumes plunged to 48.2 
million shares compared with 
Thursday’s tally of 146.5 million. The 
value of shares traded during the 
day was Rs2.4 billion. Shares of 300 
companies were traded. At the end of 
the day, 156 stocks closed higher, 119 
declined and 25 remained unchanged. 
Maple Leaf Cement was the volume 
leader with 7.2 million shares, losing 
Rs0.5 to close at Rs17.23. It was 
followed by WorldCall Telecom with 
4.6 million shares, gaining Rs0.03 
to close at Rs0.89 and Oil and Gas 
Development Company with 4.2 
million shares, gaining Rs3.24 to 
close at Rs113.56.

France Stocks Climb

France stocks were higher last 
Friday, as gains in the Foods & 

Drugs, Gas & Water and General 
Financial sectors led shares higher. At 
the close in Paris, the CAC 40 gained 
0.19 percent to hit a new 1-month 
high, while the SBF 120 index 
climbed 0.11 percent. Falling stocks 
outnumbered advancing ones on the 
Paris Stock Exchange by 307 to 250 
and 105 ended unchanged.

The CAC 40 VIX, which measures 
the implied volatility of CAC 40 
options, was down 6.06percent to 
14.25 a new 1-month low. Gold 
Futures for December delivery 
was up 0.06 percent or 0.90 to 
$1526.40 a troy ounce. Elsewhere 
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in commodities trading, Crude oil 
for delivery in October rose 0.02 
percent or 0.01 to hit $56.31 a 
barrel, while the November Brent oil 
contract rose 0.51 percent or 0.31 
to trade at $61.26 a barrel. EUR/
USD was up 0.03 percent to 1.1036, 
while EUR/GBP rose 0.38 percent to 
0.8979. The US Dollar Index Futures 
was down 0.07 percent at 98.315.

India Sensex Rallies 337 
Points

The benchmark indices, the Sensex 
and the Nifty, surged in late session, 

to close 0.9 percent higher last Friday. 
The Sensex finished at 36,981, up 337 
points or 0.92 per cent higher, while the 
Nifty closed at 10,946, up 98 points or 
0.91 per cent firmer.

Japanese Stocks Higher

Japan stocks were higher last 
Friday, as gains in the Paper & 

Pulp, Railway & Bus and Real Estate 
sectors led shares higher.

At the close in Tokyo, the Nikkei 
225 rose 0.54 percent to hit a 
new 1-month high. Falling stocks 
outnumbered advancing ones on 
the Tokyo Stock Exchange by 1798 
to 1634 and 272 ended unchanged. 
The Nikkei Volatility, which measures 
the implied volatility of Nikkei 225 
options, was unchanged 0.00 percent 
to 16.48 a new 1-month low. Crude 
oil for October delivery was down 
0.12percent or 0.07 to $56.23 a 
barrel. Elsewhere in commodities 
trading, Brent oil for delivery in 

November fell 0.07 percent or 0.04 
to hit $60.91 a barrel, while the 
December Gold Futures contract 
fell 0.37 percent or 5.65 to trade at 
$1519.85 a troy ounce.

China Stock Exchange

The SHANGHAI increased 534 
points or 21.66% since the 
beginning of 2019, according to 
trading on a contract for difference 
(CFD) that tracks this benchmark 
index from China. Historically, the 
China Shanghai Composite Stock 
Market Index reached an all time 
high of 6124.04 in October of 
2007 and a record low of 95.79 in 
December of 1990.

Source: Gulf and Pakistan Economist
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Repair work is underway at two Saudi 
Aramco oil facilities after predawn 
attacks on Saturday forced the kingdom 

to shut down half its total oil production. The 
strikes targeted Saudi Arabia’s Abqaiq and 
Khurais oil facilities, sparking concern about 
global oil supply stability, which sent crude 
prices soaring by double digits.

Abqaiq, located in the kingdom’s oil-rich 
Eastern province, is the world’s largest oil 
processing facility and crude oil stabilization 
plant with a processing capacity of more than 
7 million barrels per day (bpd). Khurais, 
which lies about 110 miles southwest of 
Abqaiq, has capacity to pump around 1.5 

million bpd.

In a tour run by the state-owned oil 
company, reporters were shown the damage 
at Aramco’s facilities and the rebuilding 
work taking place. A company executive 
conducting the tour told medica sources 
that 200 people were inside the Khurais 
facility when the sudden attack targeted four 
separate locations at the production plants.

The officials added that by the time the 
staff at the Khurais facility had attempted 
to put the fires out from the first wave of 
attacks, more strikes had targeted the plant. The 
tour of the Khurais site revealed melted pipes 
and burnt areas which are now busy being 
repaired.

MODEL MAG NEWS REPORT

 Damaged and debris installation at Saudi Arabia’s Khurais oil processing plant, pictured on September 20, 2019

OFFICIALS
SAID 30%

OF THE FACILITY 
WAS BACK UP & 

RUNNING WITHIN 
24 HRS & FULL 
PRODUCTION AT 

KHURAIS WILL BE 
REACHED BEFORE

THE END OF 
SEPTEMBER.
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SOURCES
ADDED

THAT THE FULL 
COUNTRY CAPACITY 

OF AROUND 12 
MILLION BARRELS 

PER DAY WILL 
BE AVAILABLE 

BY NOVEMBER, 
ALTHOUGH IN 

RECENT MONTHS 
THE KINGDOM HAS 

BEEN CAPPING DAILY 
PRODUCTION AT 10 

MILLION
BARRELS

The 70-year-old Abqaiq facility, 
which Aramco describes as state 
of the art, was attacked in 18 
different locations, according to 
Saudi officials.  Workers at the plant 
managed to get 2 million bpd of oil 
production back online within 48 
hours and Aramco executives told 
media sources on Friday that they 
are determined to reach normal 
output by the end of September.
In order to complete the repair 
work, Saudi Aramco 
has indicated it needs 
to ship equipment 
from both the United 
States and Europe. 
Earlier this week, Saudi 
Col. Turki al-Maliki, 
spokesman for the 
Saudi-led coalition 
fighting Iranian-backed 
rebels in Yemen, said 
during a news briefing 
that 25 drones and 

missiles were used in the attack.Saudi 
authorities and the United States 
have said the drone and missile 
debris recovered by investigators, as 
well as the direction of fire, suggest 
Iranian culpability. Tehran has 
denied involvement. Oil prices have 
seesawed as the threat of a military 
response appears to have lessened, 
but both Brent and West Texas 
Intermediate appear to be on course 
for gains of about 7% this week.

Damaged installation at Saudi Arabia’s Abqaiq 
oil plant, pictured on September 20, 2019.

Aerial View of Aramco City, Saudia Arabia
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Paulo Coelho’s masterpiece tells 
the mystical story of Santiago, an 
Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns 
to travel in search of a worldly treasure. 
His quest will lead him to riches far 
different and far more satisfying 
than he ever imagined. Santiago’s 
journey teaches us about the essential 
wisdom of listening to our hearts, of 
recognizing opportunity and learning 
to read the omens strewn along life’s 
path, and, most importantly, to follow 
our dreams.

A Truly Outstanding Coffee Table Book 
on Pakistan  Every photograph is a 
masterpiece of composition, color, 
ambience. I now look at Pakistan with 
renewed admiration and appreciation.
Dr. Marcella Sirhandi Professor 
Emeritus Oklahoma State University 
Stillwater

Wake up and take control of your life! 
From the bestselling author of Inner 
Strength, Unlimited Power, and MONEY 
Master the Game, Anthony Robbins, 
the nation’s leader in the science of 
peak performance, shows you his most 
effective strategies and techniques for 
mastering your emotions, your body, 
your relationships, your finances, and 
your life. The acknowledged expert in the 
psychology of change, Anthony Robbins 
provides a step-by-step program 
teaching the fundamental lessons of self-
mastery that will enable you to discover 
your true purpose, take control of your 
life, and harness the forces that shape 
your destiny.
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Alebraheem has been studying the 
structure of the human mind since he 

was fifteen. He is recognized as a self-
help author, a guest on Kuwait TV and US 
radio shows as well as a column writer 
for the well-known Kuwaiti newspaper 
ALQABAS. His articles cover various 
spheres of life: politics, society, philosophy, 
science, and everyday life matters. 
Alebraheem’s writing attempts to see 
things from alternative angles, searching 
for patterns and creating successful habits 
for life. As a journalist, Alebraheem was 
inspired to write his first book, 5 Essential 
Dimensions which was translated into 
English from Arabic. He is busy writing 
his second book on the tough topic of the 
meaning of life.

No matter your goals, Atomic 
Habits offers a proven framework  

for improving every day. James Clear, 
one of the world’s leading experts 
on habit formation, reveals practical 
strategies that will teach you exactly 
how to form good habits, break bad 
ones, and master the tiny behaviors 
that lead to remarkable results. If 
you’re having trouble changing your 
habits, the problem isn’t you. The 
problem is your system. Bad habits 
repeat themselves again and again not 
because you don’t want to change, 
but because you have the wrong 
system for change. You do not rise 
to the level of your goals. You fall to 
the level of your systems. Here, you’ll 
get a proven system that can take 
you to new heights. Clear is known 
for his ability to distill complex topics 
into simple behaviors that can be 
easily applied to daily life and work. 
Here, he draws on the most proven 
ideas from biology, psychology, and 
neuroscience to create an easy-to-
understand guide for making good 
habits inevitable and bad habits 
impossible. Along the way, readers 
will be inspired and entertained 
with true stories from Olympic 

gold medalists, award-winning 
artists, business leaders, life-saving 
physicians, and star comedians who 
have used the science of small habits 
to master their craft and vault to the 
top of their field.
Learn how to:
•   make time for new habits (even 

when life gets crazy);
•   overcome a lack of motivation 

and willpower;
•   design your environment to make 

success easier;
•   get back on track when you fall 

off course; and much more.
Atomic Habits will reshape the way 
you think about progress and success, 
and give you the tools and strategies 
you need to transform your habits 
whether you are a team looking to win a 
championship, an organization hoping 
to redefine an industry, or simply an 
individual who wishes to quit smoking, 
lose weight, reduce stress, or achieve 
any other goal.

A guide for all Muslims from the 
lives of Muhammad (PBUH) and 
other Islamic Leadrs.

The most trusted resource on 
becoming a leader has been 

completely updated and revised for 
a new generation. This new edition 
includes the latest research and 
case studies, and offers inspiring 
new and relevant stories of real 
people achieving extraordinary 
results.
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